13 — — 


— — 
T4 2 ag Ag ES, 0 «4 2 | 1 = | | 
£ ad g S ⏑ Q 2 „ 8 ——7— . 
- * * Px Ld d — — — — ** 8 | \ | 
£ 0 „ — | | 
W. 8 WA — ES Fe... ˙ Rouge ces 4 — 8 * 7 2 > . 8 X Fo — — 2 — 4 4 — — IN * my — b K * — 4 — N — 
WW. 1 ——— ——— 3 « — : b % ** er., F ² A — a * 0 of * 4 * y a F — | — 
ö = =, — 5 9 "*E —_—_ - * — 4 p — —. * * en ; : » + O 2 % 1 2 — —_— 
. * FD 27 a - => a $7 * a” by JS" — Re + * — n ws — 5 — 2 — — On . * Ser” 2 3 . f — 
; N . ESE a * — * 1 => > — * 46 £ r Aw r 3 Q warp — 4 < wh. 3 = _— 4 * 
A * — - ” 8 5 — — " 4 *- 4 . - 2 - - a * 3 ” —_ 5 | | X h == = | | 
1 : : ep — * * 1 " *y 44 - * — 1 * — . : 8 — 2 LIES * 
| | 7 , n "I * o . 5 . 0 
Py 2 - 1 COPEL a. —— un; e 5 £4 2 : 
N - " ” 5 
* 
p = 
* 
, 
| * 
* _ | | 
” 
> 
bs 


3 


W 


— — — r — — — 


4 


„ 


. 


— 


8 2 


4 


- 


>, 4+ VA 


Wery aa. IS. 
MAN See- 70 WOMAN; 


ff.. 


2M 4 N's 8 Natural Right | 


or 


ec Aurhoni T Y 


OVER THE 


i Arguments of SOPHLIA, in her late Treatiſe 


Kinds of Women, drawn from the Life. 


To which i is ee, a Dedication to the Ladies. 


J. | By a © ENTLEMAN. 


2 . here in Mi niature your Piftures fie, 


. My Portraits grace your Mind, as his your Side; 


| VINDIC ATIO N 


N.. 
= Ce A alin Coufuntion of the Aallacious. 


intitled, Woman not inferior io Man, Interſperſ- 
ed with a Variety of Characters, of different 


5 Nor hope from Zincks more Juſtice than from me. 


55 His Portraits will inflame, mine quench your Pride. e 
He's dear, you frugal : chooſe my cheaper Tt: 


1 And be . Reformation ail my — Yo oung. 
4 LONDON: 2 
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| DepicaTION to the Laprrs, 


LovtLY Canaruns, 


F openly io attack ſo fair and 1 a Part 1 : 
1 human Society, as you are, will ſeem à confident 
Atempt; it will appear a much bolder one, to lay at 

your Feet, for Approbation, the very Inſtrument of Jour 
Pain, ſtill warm and reeking from the Wound it has 
given you, Methinks, T ſee ſome preliy Lady pouting 
With an Indig nation ſo amiable that a Man would al- 


moſt, for the Sake of vebolding, purpoſely ſtudy to 


Pique ber. What ! ſays the charming, pceviſo T Ding, 


is not ſtriking al our Honour in every lender Part, an 


Injury great enough, unleſs the Agg reſſor infilt us 
_ with the ny Weapon which has juſt executed his crutei 
Purpoſe? Muſt we not only feel the barbarous Edge 
e his ung enerous Satire bt be zaumed with a Dedica- | 
tion of it!? * 
Aud truly, I muſt own, if we are to judge of Ti bings : 
by their firſt Appearances, the angry Fair-one's Tranſ. 
port is not quite unreaſonable, But ſtill, Ladies, 5 
vol allow yourſelves Leiſure 70 reflect, you will not 
only be far from conſidering me, with like Paſſion, as 
an inſoleni Enemy, but will look upon it as your com- 
mon Interefs to acknowledge me a generous Friend. Ex- 
amine but the Nature of the Operation ] have per- 
„ form d and the Diſeaſe which made it neceſſary, and 
von will conſider me in the true CharaFer I af in, 
which is not that of a mercileſs Aſſaſſin whoſe End is 


Deſtruction; but that of an honourable Sur geon, who 


mates no Inciſion but to let in a Cure where it is rant. 
ing; as I have already hinted elſewhere. _ 
A I have employ d a good deal of Time in the Study 
f your fair Beings, I could not help diſcovering, in ſe- 
veral of you, many viſible Tumours, in Mind and © 
Heart, which, like Pimples on your Faces, were inju- 
rious to your real Charms, and obftruftive of the rati- 
onal Delight you were born to receive and be flow. Ne- | 
N ibe ſame tender Nee winch mace me 
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vi Depicarion to the LADIES. 


anxious in wiſhing vo an effefTual Riddante of them, 
 reſirain'd me from atlempling to remove them myſelf ; 

I. ſaw no probable Means of ſucceeding to my Wiſh but 
by ſuch an Operation as muſt give exquifite Smart to 


ſome, however beneficial it was likely to prove to all. 


But, uben I ſaw a raſh Hand from among your fair 
FSelves, indiſereetly buſied in clogging our Evils, already 
100 dangerous, with the more dangerous Poultice of 
Pride and Ambition, I thought it high Time to ſpare 
Jou ine threatening Gangrene, at the Expence of ſome 
5 Lnguijh, by appiying where neceſſary the Lancet of Sa. 
tire 10 let out thoje Impoſthumes, which the pretty, un- 
_ deſigning 7. e was labouring to render incurable, 
I would bee fair Sophia's Pardon for giving ber 
| the Title of Traitreſs, if I did not think the Epithet, 
undeſigning, {ifficient to diſpenſe me from Apologies, 
I am far from imagining, fhe had the leaft ſiniſter 
View in the Work ſhe has publiſs/d : On the contrary, 
Ian imcvardily condinced, her Intentions were excel- 
| lent, For ths I have not the Honour or Happineſs 
10 know the charming Creature, however I wiſh for 
both, the noble Sentiments and virtnous Diſpoſittons, . 
foe diſcovers in ihat tygenious Efjay, oblige me ts 
conſider ber as another Angelica, at once her Sex's 
noble Ornament, and livelieſt Reproath, as <vell as 
the most illuſtrious Example their virtuous Ambition 
can afpire to copy after. If all Women were Bike 
ber, we hond hade tittle Danger to apprebend from 
coming into her Ladyſhips Notions; ; and migbi have _ 
_ . ſhared the Pains of a deſperate Remedy to try 10 make 
them ſuch. But as the Caſe is quite otherwiſe, and 
their dangerous Evils call for a dangerous Cure; I f. 
ter myſelf, lovely Creatures, that jhe, and all ſuch ef 
you. as are like her, will approve me for altemptins 
one. How much move concern d ] am for your Hap- 
pineſs than my own Safety muft appear from my enter- 
ing the Lifts againſt a Lady ſo formidable as Sophia 
> muſt be, if the Charms 7 ber En are _ to _ | 
88 e der Saul. 
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. If my Zeal for your Felicity and Safet y has render'd 
me eager to reſcue you from imminent Miſery; it has 


equally temper d that Eagerneſs with a Regard for your 


natural Delicacy in the Manner of doing it. So that 


wherever I found Amputation neceſſary, without ſpar- 
ing proud Fleſh, I have been ſparing of the Quick. But 
- of nevertheleſs I bave not been able to purſue the boneſt 
End of my Wiſhes, without giving Pain to ſome of you, 
let your Reſentment be lever d, not at the Inſtrument 
of your Cure, but at the Evils which calPd for it; not 
al the Hand which directed it, but ai that which pro- 
vo ed it. Inſtead then of frowning on me as an Enemy 
0h has a Deſign on your Honour and Happineſs ; if 
you have either at Heart, you will exert all your In. 
duſtry to ſhew, how far you are from being incurable _ 
in your Evils, by reaping the Benefii of 2 Cure offerd _ 
Jeu; and bow little you are averſed to that Cure, by 
receiving into your Graces the Per/on who has generouſly = 
endeavour d to perform it at the Riſt of diſpleaſing you. 
Or otherwiſe, lovely Creatures, if yon are inſenſible 
of being, or unwilling to on yourſelves, in Need f 
Cure; let that natural Love of Change which is ſo be- 
__ noulching in wu juſtiſy my preſenting 10 you this little 
| Lovegift in a different Shape, by changing the Allegory. 
The Tranſition, bewever unconnected, is no Impropriety 5 
in an Address to ſuch pretty variable Things as v. 
Franc then that it is a uſeful Pocket-mirror I preſent _ 
you with, It is at leaſt capable of anſwering the 
beſt Ends of one, if conſulted with the ſam"-Atten- 


tion as the Glaſſes on your Toilets, Indeed you will _ 
ind it leſs flattering than moſt of thoſe are; but 
perhaps it may prove the more uſeful! for being 0, 
and therefore ought to be, at leaſt, equally agreeable 
to you. By ſhewing you ts yourſelves in a true Light, 
it will, I hope, enable you to improve the real Excellen- 
cies, and io remove out of Sight all the Blemifhes you 
may diſcover in yourſelves. And as Patches and 
Paint will be uſeleſs to hide the Defeds which this 
will point you out, it may poſſibly ſet you on finding 
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ii DrDICATION to che LADIES. 


out better Expedients to prevent the ill Efetts of them 
than the daubing Diſguiſe of Aﬀeftation. B 
Accept then this little Token of my Regard for you, 
in the Light I propoſe it in, and I am confident you 
cannot be ont of Temper with the Donor. For fhou'd 
any of you chance to ſee yourſelves in a Salacia, an 
Uberia, a Pavonia, or ſome other as liltle pleaſing ing 
Hgure, tis not the Truth of the Repreſentation, 55 5 
yourſelves you muſt fall out with for being ſo lite what 
Don are ſo unwilling to be thought like. And ſuch of 
. you, as may applaud yourſerves in the Merit of an An- 
gelica, can have no Reaſon to be angry with me for 
placing you in Company, which can only ſerve 10 ſet 7 


om Charms in a more conſpicuous Light. © 
HI have not repreſented 4 Women in that ami 


27 able Charatier, it is not my Faull, but theirs, abo 
_ refuſe or neglett to aſſume it, that I have not placed 
Von all in as lovely Light as ſomè of you deſerve to be, 
end all are capable of being, For if you are not all 
 Amngelicas, you all have the Poxwer to be ſuch. And 
therefore, if, notwithſtanding all 1 have ſaid, you are 
ul reſolved to conſider me as an Enemy, for expoſing 
the Deformity of ſome of you, you have a fair Oppor- 
unity of glutting an honourable Revenge by unani- 
, mouſly aſſuming Angelica's Charafter. _ 
By this Means you «vill condemn me to the Infamy 7 
of a ſeandalous Libeller, and mae all] haue aduan- 
_ eed, tothe Diſgrace of your Sex in general, be branded 
by future Ages with the i ig nomi nous Title of impudent 
 Falfhood. And fpou'd this Undertaking be happy 
enough 10 provoke you to ſuch a noble Reſentment, I 
all think my Labour amply rewarded by the Fruit 
it produces. For ſuch is the ardent Zeal I have for 
your real Felicity, that I wound gladly fall a Sacri- 
Ice lo the worſt Efefs of your Indignation, to have 
the Merit of contributing towards the making you 125 : 


= perfef Beings, in ! your Kind, I wiſh to ſee - as 


aw Creatures, 
Tour diſintereſted Veury, 


" 
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INTRODUCTION. 


would by no Means ſuffer me now to exert 


7 wy Pen againſt that delicate Part of the Creation 
which has hitherto engroſs'd my beſt Wiſhes ; if 
| Juſtice to my own Sex, a diſintereſted Zea! for the 


| Proſperity of the other, and an invincible Love of 


Truth, did not oblige me to render them Service 
_ oppoſing them. Nature, ever reminding me 
that I was born of a Woman, bids me reſpect that 


endearing Name: Yet Honour, not allowing me to 


forget by whom I was begotten, forbids me to de- 


rogate from the Dignity of Man. However Ge- 
neroſity then may incline me to favour the Women, 


9 85 by overlooking their real Imperfections, and put- 


| lng an advantageous Gloſs on their little Merits ; 
it is an Act of Juſtice I owe to my own Sex to de- 


by ” fend it's Prerogatives, when openly attacked ds the 2 ; 
= too daring Ambition of the other. 7 
From the Beginning of the World till now, our 


- der has enjoy'd an undiſputed Sovereignty over the 


other, and their joint Conſent in all Ages ſuffioi- 
ently proves our Poſſeſſion not uſurped. Hitherto, 
I the an, conſcious of their « own lnabilities, hs 
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n due Subjection to our own, 
But the Caſe muſt neceſſarily a = 
nute that Sex forgets its Allegiance to us. Once 
the Women preſume to call in Queſtion the great 
Duty of Vaſſalage to us, it muſt be Time to wich- 
draw our Hearts from their Power. They can no 
longer be ſafe in the Cuſtody of ſuch Vomen as refuſe 
to ſubmit their Heads to our Authority, | | 
Ihe joint Induſtry of the Fair of all Times, in 
labouring to make themſelves agreeable to us, is a 
ſtanding Proof that that is the great Buſineſs they 
were created for, and that the acquiring our Love 
and Eſteem is the higheſt End their Ambition ought 
do ſoar to; as the Poſſeſſion of hib is the great and 
ſole Happineſs they are capable of enjoying in this 
Life. But how can they hope ever to reach either, 
without perſevering in the Uſe of thoſe Methods 
which alone can render them worthy to obtain _ 
what they aim at? How ſhall they appear any 
longer agreeable in our Eyes, once they throw off 
that Modeſty and Subjection which alone can give E 
even their native Charms the Force to plete ror | 


chearfully acknowledged the Authority which Wif- 
dom gives to Men over them, content with the ſoft 
Dominion which Love ſecures to them over the 
Men, In a Word the little Glimmering of Reaſon, 
which Heaven beſtowed on. them out of Compaſ- 
ſion to us, that they might be in ſome Degree a Sort of 
rational Amuſement to us, was ſufficient to convince = 
them of the Juſtneſs of their Subjection. And fo far 
from accuſing Nature of Partiality in making them 
Voaſſals to us, they were ſenfible that ſhe had been 
but too bountiful in beſtowing on them the Privi- 
lege of reigning in the Hearts of their Lords: A 


Privilege which we have hitherto been too generous 
to grudge them; having no Danger to apprehend 
from leaving our Hearts in the keeping of Women, 

while the Heads of the Fair-Keepers themſelves were 


iter from the Mi. 
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What Title will they have left to our Favour and 


Indulgence, from the Moment they begin to dil- 


pute our Power and Prerogative over them? In a 
Word, if, inſtead of making Uſe of the little Com- 
Plaiſances we have for their Weakneſs to redouble 
their Obedience and Fidelity to us, they aſpire to 
become our Equals ; ought we not, in Jultice to 
___ ourſelves and for Infiruction to them, to ſhew them 
that it has been owing, to our own Generoſity more 
than to any Right they can claim, that we have not 
hitherto created t them only as our leſs uſeful Slaves? 
However one ſhould be apt to imagine that 22 85 
. men had their own Intereſt more at Heart than to 
reduce us to this Extremity. Who could conceive 
that any one of that Sex ſhould be ſo much an 
Enemy to herſelf and the reſt, as to riſk the For- 
feeiture of that Liberty which the Men have ſo gra- 
ciouſly raiſed them to, merely for the Sake of 
graſping at a Libertiniſm which they are ſure of 
never attaining to? And yet, inconceivable as it is, 
dur own Times can ſhew a very recent Inſtance of 
it in a Lady, Who, perhaps, for the Sake of be- 
coming an Author, has taken abundance of Pains 
to convince us that there is no Exceſs of Extrava- 
gance which that Sex cannot attempt; z and no Pre- jo 
_ Lpeton 1 in them which merits our Sur prize. i 
Every one will be able to gueſs that I am ſpeak- 
os ing of SopH1a, that enlighten'd Lady, who, after 
2 Preſcription which ſcarce any Duration but that 
of Eternity can out-date, has ſurprizingly found 
dut that Man is not ſuperior to Woman in any Thing 
but what ſhe pleaſes to call brutal Strength. So ex- 
travagant an Aſſertion cannot but be attended with _ 
very fatal Conſequences to both Sexes, if liſtened _ 
to by the Women: And what will not Voman 
liſten to which flatters her Vanity, Amden, Cu- 8 
N or Lk W Change ? ? 
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And never fix d. 
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For Nomen have fantaſtic Conſtitutions, 
Inconſtant as their Wiſhes, ever wavering, 


Safe in the Paradiſe of our protecting Love, they 


are ſure of Happineſs, while, conſcious of the 
hleſſing, they perſiſt in deſerving it by their Fi- 
delity and Obedience! But if once they give Ear 
to this fair fallen Angel, like true Daughters of 
their firſt fickle Parent Eve, the flattering Bait of 
Power, Dignity and Knowledge will cheat them of 
that Happineſs, and by exciting them to diſobey 
Will baniſh them the Sanctuary of our Hearts, their 
only Aſylum from Scorn and Wretchedneſs, 
So (if we may compare great Things with little, 
the facred with the vain) the darkeſt Angels once 
were happy; till Lucifer, the nobleſt brighteſt of 
them all, not content to be the Almighty's fa- 
_ . vourite Creature and next in Glory to the Deity, 
vainly aſpired to be the Eternal Sovereign's Equal, 
rebell'd againſt his Lord, and drew whole Legions 
into the Revolt. But what was the Conſequence _ 
of their Preſumption? They juſtly incur'd their 
Maker's Indignation, were baniſhed Heaven, and 
fell the unpitied Victims of their raſh Ambition. 
Infinite as the Diſtance is between God and Man, 
it is eaſy to ſee the Analogy between the Revolt of 
tthbeſe ambitious Spirits againſt their heavenly So- 
vereign, and the Rebellion ta which Sophia's Doo. 
ttrine may excite the reſt of her Sex againſt the | 
natural Lords, to whom God made them ſubject — | 
here on Earth, But let the fair Copies of thole 
fickle Beings, caution'd by their Fall, avoid the 
_ leaſt Appearance of their Fault; leſt, aſpiring to 
be our Equals, they ſhould loſe our Affection, | 
which alone entitles them to the little Condeſcenden- 
_ cies we have for them, and fall irrevocably to 
the low Condition into which our Diſregard is ca- 
. pable of finking them, 
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To ſhew them how much I am their Friend, and 


how ſincerely I wiſh to preſerve them in that. De- 


gree which the Generoſity of the Men has lifted 


them to, I ſhall here render them all the Service 


their tender Capacities will permit me to do, by en- 


deavouring to open their Eyes to the Diſcovery. 

of the gay Illuſions of this aſpiring Lady; that 

they may not become the Dupes of her friendly but 

| miſtaken Zeal for them, which might otherwiſe do 
them more Miſchief, than their greateſt Enemies 
___ cou'd with done, or than their native Charms cou d : 

poſlibly repair, 7 


This Gro Feels, to give us a a Sample af 55 


= be Expertneſs of her Sex at Invention, has artfully 
enough thrown in a Caveat againſt any Man's being 
8 Judge of the Equality or Inferirity of Merit in 
Momen, as compared with Men : Becauſe truly the 
Mien are to be conſidered as Parties concerned, and 
therefore muſt all be partial in their Judgment. : 
However, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that tho? it 
be true that the Generality of both Sexes are weak 
enough to give Prejudice and Intereſt the Preference 
toT ruth and Juſtice, yet even Sophia herſelf can- 
not be ſo raſlily cenſorious as to imagine that all are 
uzjuſt alike. And therefore ſhe ruſt own that ſome 
few Men may be found among us, who, ſuppoſing 
their Intereſt to be ever ſo nearly concerned, wowd 


nevertheleſs be honeſt enough to acknowledge the 


Momen for their Equals, if there was the leaſt Ap- 
Pearance of Reaſon in their Favour z and to make 


„ Them” Ry: Conceſlion they had a Right to de- 
5 wand. 


For my own ; Pare: at t leaſt 1 1 0 indefeaſtble a 


p Right to be rank'd in the Number of thoſe few, 
that the moſt jealous of their Sex cannot diſpute my 


_ Title, For on one Side, I can have no Intereſt to 
| blaſs me, having nothing to hope or fear from my 


| own Sex, and expecting as little from the . — 
. And 
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And on che other, if I have od any Partiali- 
ty from Inclination, it is all for the Nomen. I do 
not ſay this out of any Ambition of being Judge in 
ſo unthankful an Affair, in which it will be impoſſi- 
ble to do Juſtice to one Party without giving the 
other Offence. And I of all Men have the leaſt 
Reaſon to court the Occaſion of diſpleaſing thoſe 
amiable Creatures; who cannot mykelf give them 
| the ſlighteſt Pain without ſharing with them in it. 
Inftead therefore of taking upon me the Office of 
deciding of the Merit of the Fair-Sex, and the De- 
rde they ought to ſtand in comparatively with the 
Men; I ſhall leave it to themſelves to be Judges in 
their own Cauſe, after I have fairly ſtated what is 
worthy Obſervation on both Sides of the Debate, 
For I can by no Means apprehend any Thing from 
their Partiality, or Prejudice, when I conſider how 
much it is to their own Advantage to be juſt to the 
Men, and how ſeldom they are gailty of diſregard- 
ang their own private Intereſts. et 
The more ſuſpicious Part of our Sex may perhaps 5 
„ think it dangerous to truſt the Vomen to judge of 0 
any Thing where Reaſon is concern'd, on Account 
of the Weakneſs of their Intellects, which ſeldom 
can reach higher than a Head-dreſs. But to re- 
move all Objections of this Kind, I ſhall endeavour. 
to make the Matter plain to them, by treating it m 
the moſt familiar Manner. And as well to prevent 
their weakening the little Underſtanding they have 
by keeping it too much upon the Stretch, as to fave _ 
them from expoling their flight; piniond Fancy to 
the reſiſtleſs Beams of Scrutiny, by ſoaring above 
their Capacity, I ſhall do! my utmoft to make Rea. 
lion ſtoop to their Comprehenſion, by confining 
myſelf intirely to their Sphere. In doing this 1 
know it will be expected that I take Notice 
of whatever may ſeem worthy of any in the 
85 3 whimſical Treatiſe with which . has = 
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thoug nt fit to divert the Public: And therefore 1 
ſhall follow the Method ſhe has pointed out to me. 
However I muit beg to be excuſed from being ac- 

ceſſary to her loling herſelf and her Partiſans in the 
Maze of Theory, a Ground too holy for Female 
Feet to tread with Impunity. No; Practice is the 
Boundary of their Province; and thefeſbee I thall 
wholly confine myſelf, in this little Treatiſe, to 
practical Reaſoning, except where I am obliged to 
itep afide to recover my bewildered fair Antagoniſt 
from the Danger of ſtraying out of her Latitude, 


It will be a needleſs Repetition, to ſay that my 


only Motive in oppoſing this Lady is the Deſire of 
ſceconding her good Intention, by doing effectual 
Service to her Sex; as my only View in laying 
open their Foibles is the Hope I conceive of ren- 
d ecring them leſs pernicious to themſelves. How- 
ever, tender as I deſign to be in handling the Faults 
- theſe delicate Creatures, I am ſenſible that an 
1 5 Operation of this Kind cannot but give them ſome 55 
_ Smart, Nevertheleſs reſolved, like an honeſt Sur- 
gieon, to conquer the little Reluctances of a Heart 
diſpoſed to Compaſſion, I ſhall rather chooſe to give 
them a little momentary Pain, than ſuffer them out. 
of falſe Tenderneſs to riſk a more fatal Mortificati- 
on. The little Uneaſineſs, which the probing of 
their Blemiſhes may occaſion, will be amply a- 
_ _ roned for by the Gangrene it will prevent; eſpeci- 
ally ſince natural Propenſity towards them will in- 
cline me to uſe them as gently as poſſible. Not 
ctat I expect my Fair Patients to be reconciled to 
dhe Cure, while they are under the Operation, any 
more than I can think of ſeeing a delirious Man 
fond of the Hand which trepans him, I only fla. 
ter myſelf that once they have received Benefit e- 
nough from it to be ſenſible of the Neceſſity of it, 
they will thank me for my Labour: A Labour in 
Which a Fon nor r Prejudice, and much leſs 
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TS Idtereſt, cou'd have any Share, with one whoſe 
Age and State of Life Nike him above being bias'd 
by the Smiles of their Sex, or the Frowns of his 
own. So that even thoſe pretty Incurables, whom 

nothing will be ſufficient to prevail with to conſider 

me in any other Light than that of an Enemy, can- 55 

not without Injuſtice deny me to be a generous 
one: Tho? how far Iam from being one at; ml” 
will beſt appear in the Concluſion of this little Piece. 
And therefore relying on the Uprightneſs of my 
own Intentions, and the Manner of executing them, 
1 ſhall confidently proceed to the Subject in Queſti- 
on. But before we deſcend to Particulars,” it will . 
” Not The eee to examine in et 


CHAP. 1. 


h Whether the Seperert ” the Ma. over the Wo. . 
men be not founded on ſomething 5 more ee that : 


 Cultom and Prejudice. 


r cannot be den 1 the? ingenious Ls, nal 
whom. 1 have to contend with, is, for a Wo- 

5 man, no deſpicable Adverſary. The Cauſe indeed . 
ſhe has undertaken to defend is none of the beſt. 
But bad as it is, the has been cautious enough to | 
make uſe of all the Means practicable to render her 
Arguments, in the Support of it, unanſwerable. 
5 She cou'd not, without a Degree of Blindneſs, poſſi- 

bly overlook the irrefragable Authority of a Prac- 
tice founded upon a Preſcription as ancient as huwan | 

Nature. She knew that the Superiority of Man 
over Woman was no Novelty to either Sex Fro Ml 


ſince Adam's Time; and therefore imagined, 


Well ſhe might, that it cou d be no eaſy Matter nk = 
invert this Diſpoſition of Things, ſo venerable 

bor the ſingle Conſideration of it's Antiquiry, 
- 3 . — 


» — 
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VPithout ending the Obſtacle which" Cuſtom put 
in her Way, by leſſening the Regard which the 
moſt conſiderate are inclined to pay to it, This 
he has endeavoured to do, but how? Why truly 
by enumerating ſome few Inſtances, in which Man- 


kind of both Sexes have been led into Error by a 


blind Prejudice in Favour of habitual! Ignorance, 
and not of practical poſitive Cuſtom: And thoſe 
too Inſtances of a particular Nature, and in which 
all Men were not concerned, as the Diſbelief of 
the Anti podes, the ſuppoſed Spirits of Machinery, 
and the fancied Machinery of C arteſian Animals. 

Whereas to convince us that Cuſtom is never to be 

regarded, ſhe ſhould have inſtanced ſome one 
Caultom as univerſal with Relation to Place and 
Time, as that of Woman's Subjection to Man, in 
which Mankind bad confeſſedly found Fhentſery - 
JJ 
A ., this. is paſt hw SK il to 1 it is + plain hs . 
JT has run beyond her Mark, and contrary to her De- 
gn eſtabliſhed an Argument i in Favour of Mans 

Authority over Woman on the very Principle or” --- 

_ Cuſtom, which ſhe with ſo much Induſtry and Ar- 
tilice Jaboured to undermine. For it cannot with- 
dut Raſhneſs be doubred but that Mankind being ra- 

tional! Creatures and therefore not only directed, Thi 90 
even of themſelves inclined, to do nothing without 
KReaſon, they muſt have conſulted Reaſon for the 
Introduction of ſuch Practices as have been univer- | 
fally received by both Sexes in all Places, and at mt... 

Times: Inſomuch that it is impoſlible for any in 

their Senſes to conceive that right Reaſon and Pru- 

| dence had no Hand in eftabliſhing the Cuſtoms, _ 

which both oblige us to conform to, and which we 
cannot deviate from without breaking 1 in upon Order 
and Decency, _ T 
Of chis Nature is the Cuſtom, it 3 chooſes f 
5 to d call it fo, which directs the Wonen ro be ſubject 
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and ſubmiſſive to the Heavens derived Authority of A 


their natural Sovereign Man: A Cuſtom, which, 


whether right or wrong, muſt ſo nearly concern 
every Individual of human Nature, that neither Sex 
could be ſuppoſed ſo indifferent to their Happineſs, 
as not to conſult Reaſon before they eſtabliſhed or 
rejected it. And therefore, fince both Sexes from 
the Creation unanimouſly eſtabliſhed this Practice 
and handed it down, thro? all Ages to our own, it 
is the Height of Temerity to impute the Power of 
the Men over the Nomen to inconfiderate Cuſtom, or 
5 to any Cauſe inferior to Reaſon and Prudence. 
Have not the Women ever been, and are they not 
at this preſent Time, in every Country, in abſolute 
Bubjection to the Mer, and wholly dependent on 
them in all Things? Where was, or is, the Nation 
in which the former were conſidered, even by them- 
ſelves, as equal with the latter? It will not 1 
quote upon me the Virago Tribe of Scythia : For 
let it be confider'd, that it can be no Wonder that 
the Women ſhould not be ſubject to Men in a Na. 
tion wholly made up of ſuch Vomen as the moſt 
: ignoble of our Sex at that Time ſcorn'd to rule 
| over, No, let any one affirm, if Truth will per- 
| that the Women were ever treated in any one 
Nation made up of both Sexes, upon a better 
Footing than e Kess Subjects; fit at beſt only to 
be the upper Servants in their Families. 1 8 
__ This is the Light in which they have wn "= 8 
viewed here in England ; the Place in the World _ 
where the Fair Sex is che moſt. regarded, ang-per- 
haps deſerves moſt to be ſo. And every one knows, 
bo much worſe they are looked upon in ſome 
Countries where they are eſteemed abſolute Slaves. 
In China they are confined to ſee no one but their 
Huſbands and Children; and have their Feet kept 
ſſmall on Purpoſe to prevent their gadding. In 
.. mM 1180 23 45 are E Fenn at beſt : Al: e 
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| molt throughout Aſa, Afica and America Wives | 


are but Houſe-maids for Life: In moſt Parts of 


Europe indeed they are treated a little more gently ; 
tho' the Difference is but little in Zaly, and ſcarce 
diſcernible in Spain. In a Word they are every 
where employ'd in nothing but what is low and ſer- 
vile. Their higheſt Dignities are limited to Houſe- 
wifery, and their common Uſe is to be kept for 
Breeders. In England alone it is chat they are rais'd 
to the Office of Diſſipators of our more intenſe 
Thovghts, amuſing Lallers of our Care and Ze 
- plication, and a kind of Under: eee to us, 
when keaſon. Sa par ito relax. Nor is it eaſy o 
comprehend how it is poſſiole to raiſe them higher, 
with any Shew of Reaſon, conlidering their natu- 
- ma Incapac ty for every Thing above the Sphere 
they actually move in. So. that however che Men 
might be diſpoſed, od” whatever Endeavour they 
might make uſe of, to alter the prefent Diſpoſition 
of Matters with Regard to the Fair: Sex, it is abſo- 
5 lutely impoſſible to ſucceed in it. 
It is doubtleſs for this Reaſon that the wilelt of 
Law-givers, in founding their Common-Wealths, 
have never once eſtabliſhed any Thing in Favour of 
an Equality between both Sexes. Their Laws, onthe 
contrary, have tended only to confirm the Nomen 
in an intire Sub jection to the Men. The Gene. 
__ _ rality of the Learned of all Ages have advanced 
many Things to the Diſadvantage of Yoman : But 
not one has ever thought of adding the leaſt Privi- | 
lege to thoſe we have in general agreed to allow them, 
| Nay the Wiſe of all Times and Places are fo una- 
nimous in the Eſtabliſhment of the Men's Sove- 
reignty over Women, that one ſhould be apt to i- 
magine they had conſpired together; but for the e. 
vident Impoſſibility, that ſo many Perſons of dif- 
ferent Ages, diſtant Climes, and oppoſite Intereſts, 
u unknown to each other, ſhould be able to combine 
C2 . 5 with 


rule over thee, St. 
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with one another. Whence it is plain to a Demon- 
ſtration, that the State of Subordination, which . 
man is in to Man, muſt have been dictated at leaſt : 


by Reaſon and Prudence. 


This alone might ſuffice to ew how greatly the 
Lady my Antagoriſt- is overſeen in imputing the 
Power of our Sex over her own to blind Cuſtom 
+ © opt inconſiderate Prejudice. But what will con- 
firm it ſtill more, is the univerſal Eaſe with which the 
Nomen of all Ages have ſupported this their Con 
dition. The general Content with which they ſub- 


mit is a plain Proof, that they look upon Submiſſion 


as a natural Duty they owe to us; and that, con- 
ſcious of the Legalneſs of our Authority, they paſs 
the ſame Judgment on their Dependency as every 
Man does. Inſomuch that both Sexes appear con- 
vinced that their Souls are as different as their Bo- _ 
dies, and that there ought to be as great Diſtincti- 
on between the two Sexes in all the Functions of Life 
as there is in chat of inſtrumentally producing it. 
All which conſider'd, no Woman in her Senſes can 
doubt of the Subjection of that Sex to ours being 
dictated at leaſt by the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. 5 
But as Sophia ſeems not to have any Difregard 
he Religion, it will not be a difficult Matter, I'pre- i 
ſume, to convince her that the divine Providence hackt 
a ſpecial poſitive Hand in fixing Women in their |; 
_ preſent State of SubjeEtion. Let her but look into 
the third Chapter of Geneſis, and ſhe will there 
find that Man has his Charter of Superiority from 
God's obn Mouth. For ſpeaking to Eve he tells 
ber, Thy Deſire ſhall be to thy Huſband, and he foal 
Paul in many Places confirms * 
this Charter to Men in the repeated Precepts he gives 4 
to Wonen to be ſubject to hem; but particularly in 
the #i/iþ Chapter to the Epheſians he ſays: Wives 
Submit pourſelves unto your own Huſbands as to our | 
AE; Mr the ner is the Head WA the Wi 0 —_— 
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And to ſhew the Juſtice of this Law! in another 
Place he gives a ſubſtantial Reaſon for it, to wit, 


that the Max is not of the Woman, but the Wo- 


man of the Man. In which laſt Words he plainly 
alludes to the Manner and Occaſion of their Crea- 


tion; which if rightly conſider'd will put paſt al! 


Diſpute; how much the Woman is inferior to the 
Man from the very Source of their Being. Al. 
mighty God, we are told, created Man, a a good, 
noble and intelligent Creature, to lord it over this 
vaſt Univerſe ; and therefore created him laſt, that 
nothing might be wanting to his Wiſhes from the 
Minute of his Production. Bat having form'd him 
of the Duſt of the Earth, that he might have ſome- 
thing! in common with the Creatures he was made 
to command, the Lord found that Alloy too ſtrong 5 
for the Perfection he deſign'd to give him: And 
therefore extracted from the reſt of his Body what- 
ever he found of mean, imperfect, and favouring too 
much of the Animal, and confined ir to a ſingle Rib; 
which had undoubtedly been annihilated but for 
the Wiſdom of this all-powerful Contriver, which 
zs capable of aſſigning a Uſe to the moſt uſeleſs _ 
Things in themſelves. The Creator then, loth to 
deſtroy. any Thing however deſpicable in itſelf, 
which had any Relation to this his favourite Crea- 
ture, and knowing that Man was as yet unprovid- 
ed with a proper Vehicle to convey down his Being 
to Poſterity, took from him this Rib, this Sink of. 
dis Defects, and ſhaped it into Woman, little con- 
cerned about any Perfections in the Soil'but ſuch as 
immediately tend to the Production of that noble 
Pruit for which it was ſaved from Reprobation. It 
is true indeed to invite Mankind to make the Uſe 
of this pretty Expletive of Nature, for which it was 
deſign'd, he made it fair; but then like all other 
beautiful Veſſels he left it frail, and full of Foibles, 
Ko he firſt found! it warn ne ridded Adam $ noble 
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' Compoſition of it. Such then is ** traced up | 


to her Origin : : 


Hor Alt i Is * a tow, 
Rather than ſatia Virtue ; all but a Rib, 
Crooked by Nature. Ob! why did God, 
Creator wiſe, that peopled higheſt Heaven | 
With Spirits maſculine, create at laſt 
This Novelty on Karih ! this fair Defect 
/ Nature! and not fill the Worid at once 
_ With Men, as Angels, without Feminine, 5 
| Or find ſome other Wha to e Mankind. 
e Milton, 


But here we are loft, PR have no Res Refuge 


from the Doubts of human Imbecilliry than the 


unſearchable Wiſdom of him who had it in his 
Power of the ſame Lump to make one Veſſel to Hon A 
and the other unto Diſbonour. God had his Rea- 
ſons, tho? to us incomprehenſible ; His Wiſiom = 
knew it right to do the Thing he did, and there 
fore not to tempt Man to withſtand his WII. be 
en him not : No, 35 


en 1 och Lim Genin when he Woman z made, 
Had Man been wok ing 6 ve bad 1, uc er con onſented. 


| But In dn no o longer « on an Argument which e 
5 has too much Truth in it not to give ſome Pain to 
the molt inſenſible among thoſe fair Miſchiefs, 
which furniſh the Matter of it. Let it ſoffice that 

I have ſhewn how much inferior to us they are, 
from their Creation, if conſidered in themſelves, 
And now I ſhall procced ti to examine a little farther 
T with 1 : 
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CHAP, II. 


In what Eſteem the Women are held by the Men, 


and bor juſtly. 


EY: Fair Adverfary 1 ndoabredly. right 3 in 
ſaying that „ the Men are unanimous 
« in hinking her Sex made only for their Uſe, 
« fit only to breed and nurſe Children in their ten- 
% der Years, to mind houſhold Affairs, and to 
__«« obey, ſerve and pleaſe the Maſters” appointed 
them by Heaven, And would not all J/omes be 
as right in thinking the ſame with Men? Can it 
be doubted by the Chriſtian Sh, that her Sex was 
made for our Uſe, after St. Paul has told her in 
his Epiſtle to the Corinthians that the Man was not 
made * ihe Woman, but the Woman for tbe 
Man? A Text ſufficient of itſelf to prove that all = 
other Cfeatures were made for him, ii Woman may 
be allow'd to be ſuperior to all but him. To which 
if we add the Circumſtances of God's bringing V. 
man, with the reſt of the Animals and inanimate | 
Creatures, to him to receive a Name, and after- 
_ wards ſubjecting them to his Authority; it is im- 
poſſible to doubt of their being created parpoſely 
for him, 3 5 
So that tho? the Conſideration of Man's nor being 
created till all Creatures were in Readineſs for him 
be no contemptible Argument of their being created 
for his Uſe; yet it is far from being, the only one 
on which he builds his Authority. It is the only 
one indeed which Sophia thought to her Purpoſe to 
alledge; tho' had ſhe allow'd herſelf Time to re- 
filet, Woman as ſhe is, ſhe might have been able 
Mm ſee how little it ſuits the Purpote ſhe has applied 
1 itt to. For het is Cas Aon en in ſaying, that, 
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ce if this Arabs has any Weight: at al. it muſt i 

s equally prove that the Men were made for the 

„ Moman's Uſe rather than ſhe for theirs.” And 
her Miſtake, it is plain, ariſes from the vulgar 


Error of imagining that F/eman was created at all: 


Wbereas any Underſtanding inferior to that of ; 
MMaoman, if ſuch a Being could exiſt, would be ca- 
pable of diſcerning, that the Production of that ä 
weak Sex was no diſtinct Creation from that of 
Man; but only a mere Refinement of his noble 
| Compoſition by purifying and ſeparating it from 
its Droſs. So that tho Woman be, with Regard to 
Man is ſtill 


Man, a Sort of after-produced Being, 


the laſt complete Creature Which ſued from the 
| Hands of God. And therefore, tho” the Autho- 
rity of Man over the reſt of Creatures may be de- 
duced from the Circumſtance of his being created 
laſt, this Circumſtance can by no Means be wire- 
Wo drawn to countenance any Superiority over, or even 
_ Equality to us, in the Vomen, who can be at beſt 
but mere Half. Creatures. Let not Sophia then nor 
any of her Sex glory any more in their Diſgrace : 
Let them not be vain of the Title of Creatures 
which our Sex is ſo generous to compliment them 
with; rather ought they to reject it as Flattery, 

.  fince they cannot themſelves but be convinced that 
we can look upon the moſt perfect of their Sex in 
no better a Light than as a Kind of amphibious 
1 8 Thing between a Creature and no Creature; and 

5 therefore the Man, who calls them Creatures, muſt 


5 mean very poor Creatures indeed. 
After what I have juſt now ſaid, Good. bees 


obiges me to add, that, whenever J let the Word 0 
drop 1 in the Courſe of this little Treatiſe, it neither Ws 
is nor will be my Meaning to offend, or call them 
Names; but a Deſire of complying with Faſhion, 


2 Goddeſs ever ſacred in their tender Eyes, How- 


15 ever, to Tthew more fully my Averlion to abuſing 8 
| | them, 5 


(wy) 


| hem, whenever 1 may chance to give them the 
Title of Creatures, I ſhall take the Precaution of 


brautiful, &c. which, unleſs I am more unſortu- 
looked upon by the Generality of them as a ſuffi- 
cient Atonement for the groſſeſt Invectives. 
Tho 1 will allow the Vomen to deſerve that 
worte Care ſhould be taken of them, in Conſideration 
of the Part they have in the Propag gation of human 


= Nature, as a Field does on Account of the Vegeta- 
bles it produces; yet I cannot fee the Reaſon why 


: Garden is to be equally valued with the Fruits it 
| produces; unleſs the Ladies place a Merit in the ſupe- 


a8 have the leaſt of our Diſeſteem. 


5 ſemblance to Senſe, that any Man would be liable to 


tion but for 3 Minute: Her Good-nature is bound- 


fections of her Sex, ſhe poſſeſſes in ſo high a De- 


adding the ſoftening Epithers, pretty, charming, 


nate than others N me, would, I know, be 


they are to be conſidered on a Level with the Men 
they bring forth, any more than that the Mould in a 


rior Propenſity they have above Men to this Office 
of Life. But how ever they may value themſelves _ 
upon this Score, I am apt to believe that they, who _ 
have the moſt of this Sort of Merit, are not fuch ü | 


Io name but one Inſtance of the many oh 
m__ this one Town affords, Salacia is undeniably rich 
. in this Kind of Worth, and too much ſo to obtain 
= the Eſteem of the more moderate even of her o.] 
Sex. It is true ſhe is fair, moſt exquiſitely fair; 
but nor more fair than wanton, The Charms of 
ber Perſon can be excelld by nothing, but the 
1 Brightneſs of her Wit; which bears ſo near a Re- 
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miſtake it for ſuch, who ſhould lay down Reflec- 


leſs, and her Evenneſs of Temper not to be ruffled. 
In ſhort, all the Blemiſhes, which compoſe the Per- 


gree, that we could not but acknowledge her wor- 
1 of ſomething very like our Eſteem, if all theſs 
_ feminine Accompliſhments were not * by ons... 
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more, which abſorbs 5 the reſt. She is ſenlible 
that the chief End ſhe was made for is to breed; 
and therefore is unweariedly ſolicitous to anſwer 
that End. The good Man ſhe pitch'd upon for a 
Huſband, | as the moſt likely to ſecond her pro- 
creative Zeal, is indeed every Way qualified to 
anſwer the Expectations of any Woman leſs public- 
ſpirited than herſelf ; and is rather induſtrious than 
indolent in the Duty of Propagation, But the Mil- 
fortune is, that his Induſtry to forward the Lady's 
good Intentions ſerves only to point out his Inabi- 
lity, and to convince her, that all Mankind are 
ſcarce a ſufficient Match for one Woman, whoſe 
Zeal nothing leſs could gratify than being the im- 
mediate Mother of all Men. It ſhe herſelf is not 
ſo, it is more to be aſcribed to the Obſtinacy of |. 
Fate than any Slackneſs in her capacious Diſpoſi- - |. 
tion which takes in the whole Creation of Menu. 
HFad ſhe her Will ſhe would breed in every Pore: 
And if ſhe is not inceſſantly imploy'd in this im- > 
5 8 a perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion of Help-mates : "Tho? to give her her Dus 
Nature itſelf is not more active in multiplying, LE 
than ſhe in procuring them. As the is never tired 
with labouring towards the Preſervation of the 
Species, no Aſſiſtant comes amiſs to her: Her 
Iaſte is as little nice as her Appetite is never fated _ 
nor ſatiable. In the . of patifying it, like 5 
© one Woman, # 


portant Office, it is for Want o 


N hungry Chur! . coarſer at a a Baſt 3 


Every rank Foo! goes don. „ Gex 1 8 


ti And i in the fow ſhort 3 of bodily W 
vity, her Mind is ever buſied in preparing for Ac- 
tion. Awake ſhe is ever conceiving in Body or 

Soul; and her very Slumbers are ſo many rough 
1 Draughts of hah "HORDE. If nerendselaßz none 
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ok them are brought to Maturity, it is not for 
Want of manuring the Soil which ſhould produce 


them: In this ſo far from being ſparing ſhe is pro- 


_ fuſe; for, as the polite Lord Lan/down ſays of an. 
other Heroine on the fame Claſs, I may tay ; 


be 0 mine, or thine, and firolling up and down . 
Sucks i in more Filth than any Sink i in T Wn. 


It is ; true, weed: that all this extravagant | Merit 


in Salacia, intitles her to no Degree of Eſteem from 
our Sex or her own. 
ſerviceable to human Species renders her uſeleſs, 
What Colonies might not 
the motley Nation of Fœtuſes within her have peo- 
pled, if properly diſperſed? Which are now too 
buy in ſtruggling for room to aim at Maturity; 
and too much taken up, in their inteſtine War, 
with deſtroying each other, to add one perfect In- 
dividual to the decaying Numbers of Mankind. 
In a Word, what Eſteem can we have for a Noman 
made barren by Exceſs of Fertility, and laviſh 
ol the choiceſt Fruits of the Creation Dy. an inſati- 
| able Luſt of monopoliz ing them? 0 
DR Clavia, it muſt be own'd has peel more cauti- 
cus, tho' not leſs criminal. 
Cradle to become a common Receveir of human 
Nature, ſhe took Care not to launch out into 
. wholeſale Lechery, till ſhe furniſh'd the World 
with a Breeder in her Stead. 
ample Amends in her old Age for the little 
Time ſhe loſt in her Prime, by converting her 
_ Houſe into a public Stew, and making herſelf the 
_ Sewer of it. 
vided with Brown, tho? unprovided with Breeches, 
from the tall Apothecary to the luſty-limbed Por- 
ter. Tho' neither the purchaſed Roſes on her 
| Cheeks, nor the borrow'd Ivory in her Gums 
by * 1 would 


Her too eager Deſire of being 


All Men are welcome there, if pro- 


Diſpoſed from her 


Indeed ſhe makes 
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' would have any Pros over the moſt rampant, even 


of her powder'd, pamper'd, parti-coloured Stallions 
in Keeping; if the yellow Charms of all enchanting 
Gold, which the God of Waſte has laviſh'd upon her, 
did not fill up the deep. indented Furrows of Seven- 
ty. *Tis by this ſhe is impower'd, in the laſt Stage of 
Life, to vie with her Sex in the favourite Commerce 
of their Youth, and to convince the World, that tho? 
there are ſome Women, whom the whole Collection 
of Mankind would be an equal Match for, there 
are others again of more extenſive Inclinations, 
who, but for the ſhort Date of their Exiſtence, could 


unweariedly weary a new Creation of Men in the 


Buſineſs of Enjoyment, Not that ſhe herſelf is ca- 
pable of reaping any Thing from Fruition but the 
| Guilt of it: Too old and batter'd to produce 
even a Monſter, and too inanimate for any Senſa- 
tion, ſhe has nothing to enjoy but Sin: And this 
her eager Soul has ſuch a Talent for, that, hke the 
Demon wo inſpires her, ſhe can take in an Eter- 
nity of Luſt into one lingle Minute: And multi- 
_ ply one libidinous Act into an Infinity. Such are 
the pretty Creatures we are to eſteem for che 1 ar. 


lent of Breeding, 


This general Rule however will admit of ans = 
_ Exceptions : : And Sprucilla is one. Form'd by 
Heaven a perfect Vehicle of has Nature, ſhe + 
has every Qualification requiſite to reap the Fruits 
of Fruition, and no Diſlike to the Pleaſure of it. 
The Graces have combined to enrich her with every 
Endearment capable of charming the Man ſhe is 
mwarried to, and making him forget himſelf, to 
ſtoop to the low but neceſſary Office of rendering 3 
ber really uſeful. But Pride, predominant Pride, 
is ſo prevalent in her, as to make her prefer the 
empty Praiſe of a fine Shape to that of being a 
Mother of Children. And if, in complying with 
her Huſband's Wantonnels| to  gratify her Own, the 
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Wife. 


(ar) 


is at any Time n a Mother before ſhe is aware, 


ſo careleſs is ſhe of the only Good ſhe is fit for, as 


rather to riſk the Loſs of an Heir to his Eftate, 
than to miſs an Opportunity of gaining. new Ad- 


mirers at a Ball or a Play. 


Among the unmarried Women, what numberleſs 
Tribes of uſeleſs Things are there not, whoſe Pride, 


Avarice, Fickleneſs or icy Conſtitutions, rob hu- 


man Nature of the Individuals they were intended 
to bear; and by not anſwering the Uſe they were 
given to him for, become a dead Weight upon 
Man? Indeed, if there are ſome among them leſs 
ſqueamiſh than the reſt, who atone out of Wedlock 
for their Slowneſs to engage in it; how few of 


them is human Nature the better for:! ? How many 


of them ſtiflle the Fruit of their Pleaſure before it 
is ripe! Not to ſpeak of thoſe Diſgraces to the ſoft 
| 50 6 they wear, Who "wy delay. Deſtruction o 


make it more cruel. 


Nor can it be deem'd 2 -ſulicient Amends to the 
. 0 reation for the many Particles of human Nature 
wWoalted and deſtroy'd in their Paſſage through theſe 
quick: ſanded, baneful Channels, that there area few 
married Wemen, fertile enough to forward the Pro- 

pogation of Man, and modeſt enough to moderate 

their pregnative Zeal. F ſpecially if we conſider, 

| how dearly their Whims, their Vanity, their Ex- 
* travagance, and fantaſtical Elumoufs make us 
FE Pr the Service they do us. Uberia has bleſt 
ber Huſband with a numerous Offspring, all his 
{ own. But ſhe wou'd ſcarce be a Woman, if ſhe. 
did not take Pains to make him ſenſible how expen- 
five and troubleſom a Thing is a fruitful, faithful 
Every Lying-in cofts him more than wou'd 
make a handſom Proviſion for the Infant; beſides 
an Eſtate ſpent in the Time of her Breeding. In- 
| deed ſhe has Economy enough to loſe him no 


_ between her i forth one Child and pre- 
e paring 


4b 
N 
44 \ 4 
1 
0 11 
T 7 
435 
—_ 7 
* 
= 
" z & 
1 
3 1 
* 
1 
j By 


1 

* 
+1 

_ 


— oo ef, Arya 


® "== 
: — 


Lo ai... —2 * * — 
— - RAR "I 


* * * * 
* 1 2 3 2 yy "a 5 q 
V 
— » * — 4 — * . 25 k 


680) 


ring him e The Reaſon is, that there are 


two Conditions in which her Ladyſhip can bear no 


Contradiction, that is before Delivery and after: 


And therefore ſhe is in the perpetual Poſſeſſion of 
her own Will, becauſe ever with Child or in the 
_ Straw. However the happy Father might be very 
well content to fell her a Wood for every Longing, 
to mortgage a Manor for every Lying-in, and to 
ell another for every Chriſtening ; nay to make her 
over, by Deed of Gift, the everlaſting Pr roperty of © 
N her own Will, upon the bare Condition of her leav. 


ing him the undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of his. But 


nothing leſs can reward the prolific Merit of this 

Lady than her Huſband's Peace. He muſt not ſo 
much as look civilly on any other Female: And 
ſuch a Miſcr is ſhe of his Manhood, that while the 


takes Care to hoard up the Principal to herlelf, ſhe | 
is as ſolicitous to ſecure even the Intereſt. He muſt | 


not have even the Uſe of a ſingle Smile at his own {| 3 
Diſpoſal. His Company miſt be ſuch only as her 
„ ady ſhip approves of; and them he muſt converſe | 7 
with no longer than his pretty fond Thing of a = 
Wiſe can ſpare him from her Embraces. t 
Home, it is true, he never wants Amuſement: Sure 
in the Day Time to be entertain'd wich ſeeing his 
Children either humour'd into Impertinencies, or | 7 
cChaſtiſed into Faults z and render'd incorrigible b ß 
the Folly, Paſſion, and Caprice of their fonri, 
\ fickle, fooliſh Mother; to contradict whom would 
cCoſt nothing leſs than the Price of another Child. 
Then that he may not grow tired with ſuch Enter. 
 rainments by daily Repetition, they are ever fuc- | 7 
 ceededby an Evening Interlude of Vapours, Rat. 
fee, and Tears, till Bed invites him to Repoſe; |? 
where, after he has glutted the kind Creature's fonder 
Fits, he is generally JulPd to Sleep, and awaken'd 


From it, by the Melody of a Curtain- Serenade. 
Now can it be denied after all that Uberia $ Huſband : 


; ; "98 8 : Tees 
13 | | 4 
A 1 
5 x Lo 
A 
. F Y 
bs 7 


f 


297 on 2 78 8 el 5 
N N. 


N . 
Se OR Ep React? 


"Tas 


dle happy Man; and that all Men have Reaſon to 


eſteem the Women for their prolific Merit? 


But that they ſhould be entitled to any Part of 
our Eſteem for nurſing the Children they bring 
forth for their Pleaſure, I fee nothing in it. What 
is it they do for Infants which would not be much 
better done by the Men, if they were not calFd 
away from that meaner Taſk to provide for the 
| Safety and Suſtenance of them and their Mothers? 
Indeed they may ſave the Expence of Milk, which 
we cannot: But how much more cheaply might 
this Defect be ſupplied from a Cow, a Goat, or an 
As than from them? And how few Women of any 
Condition in Life have CEconomy enough to fave 
us this ſuperfluous Expence! Too delicate themſelves, 
to beſtow on the Fruits of their own Bowels the 
Nutriment which Heaven and Nature deſign them, 
daon't they force us to hire a "mercenary Wretch, 
bo ſtarve her own Babe to give Suck to ours? Pretty 
Nurſes indeed! Happy for Man that the Life of 
an Infant does not intirely depend on the Liberality 
of Noman in this Particular] And how much hap- 
pier would it not be for all Infants, were they ſnatch- 
dd from the Arms of the Women, in the Inſtant 
they are born! How much more hea thy, wiſe, 
and comely wou'd they grow! For *tis notorious _ 
that the longer a Child ſucks the more weakly and 
ſtupid it turns out; and that thoſe which luck at all 
are never fo wiſe, ſo ſtrong or well-form'd as thoſe Os 
fich are brought up by Hand. The Reaſon is 
plain: With the Milk they ſuck in, they generally 
imbibe a Tincturc of the Follies, Paſſions, and Im- 
becillities of that Sex, belides having their various 
_ Diltempers entail'd upon them. 
However, as this is a Means of 1 1 
pointed out to us by Nature, we are not to condem 
it, but to apply to it, when not to be avoided with- 
out. K anger © o the Infant. The Seezter Miſchief 
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is that which comes from the Weakneſs of omen 
in their Manner of educating it. With what innu- 


merable Follies, Vices, and Impertinencies do they 


not fill Children's Heads, by their Example and 


Precepts, during the Time of their nurſing them! 
To what ſecret Crimes do they often make them 


privy 3 and to what ſhameful Inconſiſtencies do 


_ Uiey not publicly expoſe and encourage them! 
I can forgive a Mother for putting a Dol 1 into the . 

Hands of her Daughters as ſoon as they are able to 

hold it. As the great End of their Semi- Creation 


is the getting Children, it may not be abſolutely 
improper to forward their natura] Propenſity to that 


_ Dary, while they are but Children themſelves. But 


for this Diligence in an induſtrious Parent, here and 
there one of them might be ſo aukwardly i innocent 
as not to know the effential Difference of her own _ 


Sex from the oppoſite, till the Period of her paſſing 
from a Maid to a Mother. Whereas, by this and 
ether Helps, they are generally ſupplied with, they 
often are as well verſed, as the moſt ſkilful Matron, 5 


in the Theory, if not inthe practical Knowledge 8 


Propagation, long before they are ripe for the 
Fruits of it. A very uſeful Science to ſome young 


Ladies, who have been able to inſtruct an ignorant - 


Booby of a Huſband in the ſacred and fecret Rites | 

of Wedlock, in a much more familiar Manner than 

the modeſt Albertus could pretend to, 
But I can by no Means be reconciled to their train- 


- ing up our Boys, as they do, from their earlieſt Intan- 


cy, to Folly, Foppery, Effeminacy, and Vice. 
If little Maſter muſt be humour'd into Pride, Idle- 
neſs, or Miſchief; why ſhould he be caught to lye, 


cajole, diſſemble to all above him, and domineer - | 


over all beneath him? If it is thought ſo neceſſary = 
to acquaint him with the Greatneſs of his Birth and 

Fortune, with the Handſomneſs of his Perſon, or the 
-Kevtenels of his 8 or any Advantages 


he 
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EC 
he poſſeſſes above others deſign'd by Nature for his 
Equals; why muſt he be taught: to make no better 
le of them than to diſregard the Authority of thoſe. -Y 
above him, to envy his Equals, to deſpiſe his In- 4 
feriors, and render himſelf the Contempt of all' 
who. know him, by an unlimited Gratification of 
his lawleſs Paſſions? Let his fond, fooliſh Mother 
think it wonderfully pretty to initiate the little Ur- 
chin in the Myſtery of intrigaing with the little 
Mifſes his Companions : But ler her not expoſe him 
to the Danger of practiſing thoſe Intrigues in her 
Abſence, by abandoning him to the corrupt Com- 
pany of the wanton Wenches her Servants, And i 
yet how many of our Youth, by ſuch ſhocking Edu- 
cation, have been utterly debauch'd at an Age when 
= we could ſcarce think it poſſible for them to have 
= parted with Innocence! Have we not then the great- 
eſt Reaſon to eſteem and revere that Sex on Ac- 
count of the Obligations we have to them for our 
carly Advances in the Knowledge of Good and 
_ Evil ? Muſt not we be loſt to all Reaſon, if we are 
not pleaſed with theſe eminent Services Which the 
Pretty Creatures are ſo induſtrious to do us? Or if 
not; muſt not Sophia be loſt to all Shame, ſhould ſie 
again repeat without a Bluſh what ſhe has fo incon- _— 
5 fiderately advanced, „ that their Office of nurſing ks 
* our Children inticles them tothe A Places in civi: 
*« Society ? If I had a Mind to be ſevere, I could tell : Mt 
them, that it is owing to our own Generoſity that 
we give them any Place at all; and that nothing, but. 
the Want of Power to annihilate them, or to "create 5 . 
_ a lower Degree for them, can excuſe our leaving 
them in Poſſeſſion even of the loweſt Place in So- 
ciery. But I chooſe to drop a Subject fo much the 
more diſagreeable as we are daily made ſenſible of 
the Truth of it. I ſhall therefore immediately pais 
to another Conſideration. 
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CHAP, UI. 


: Whether Women are equal to Men in their intelleffual 


C apacily, or not. 


than to contrivea Dreſs; to invent a new Fa- 
ſhion ; to ſet off a bad Face; to heighten the 
Charms of a good one; to underſtand the cono- 


1* the Brifineſs of the Mind were nothing u more 


my of a Tea-Table; to manage an Intrigue; to 


conduct a Game at Quadrille, and to lay out new = 
Plans of Pleaſure, Pride and Luxury; the Women 
muſt be own'd to have a Capacity not only equat 
but even ſuperior to us. But as the Underſtanding 
of Man has infinitely higher Objects to employ it's 
7 Speculations on, Objects beyond the very Aim of 
the ableſt of Momen; their intellectual Faculties are ſo 
evidently inferior to his, that J ſhonld think it an 
Impertinence i in me to take up any Time to prove 
ne uf m fir Adverſary was not Moman enough 0 ; 
| call ſo palpable a Truth in Queſtion. 
Neͤed we look any farther than their ſoſt, fm 
: pering, filly Faces to fathom the perceptible Depth 
of their eee 4 View the Who! 3 Sex 
round: i 


Eternal Smile: their Emptineſs hates 


As f ſhallow Streams run n all the 2 "a Pope : 


A thonghtleſs Stare, a wild Vicky, 2 Nleepy 
Pertneſs, giddy Gravity, or ſome ſuch other Senie- 
_ defying Look betrays, in all, the narrow Space be- 


tween the 'Surface and the Centre of their mimic 


Wit. Flow well the maſterly Limner knew them, 
who. ſnatch'd from them the Graces he ſo ſkilfully 
ee on er chat Copy c of themſelyes, In- 
V7 _ — 


(2) 


| \pired too by them as they by Sent Ke nothing 
can ſhew the fimſh'd Maſtery of that excellent 
Piece in a fairer Light than giving back to it's 
pretty Originals whatever is borrow'd from them, 
it cannot be amiſs to do it, confidering it requires 
but little Alteration : A Preſumption, I dare lay, 
that ingenious Author will excuſe, 


Whether in florid Impotence they ſpeak, _ 
And, as the Prompter breathes, the Puppets fqueak, 


| Or, Eves true Spawn, and T ools of thy ancient - 


Toad, © 
Half Froth, batf Venom, foi themſetues abroad: 
In Puns, or Politics, or Tales, or Lyes, 
Or Spute, or Smut, or Rhymes, or Blaſphemies. 
Their W².it all /ee-/aw, betrveen that and this, 


| Now high, now l6w, now forward, now remils, * 


And each herſelf one dull Antitheſis. 5 
Amphibious Things ! That acting either Part. 
The trifling Head, or the corrupted Heart, 
Bullies at Cards, and Flirts when at the * aur 0 


Wo jilt like Dames, now ſwear like any Lord. 


Their Tempter thus the Rabbins have expreſt, 


A Cberub's Face, a Reptile all the reſt. 
_ Beauty that ſhocks you, Parts that none will tr oſt, ; 
Wit that mult creep, and Pride that licks the Duft. 


In Fact, what is all their Diſcourſe but Froth ? 


What inſpires it but Venom? In what does . 
Sprightlineſs appear, but in empty Puns, Conun- 
drums, Rebuſes, trifling Politics or miſchievous _ 
Lies? They, who ſhine moit among them, are ſuch 
as have nothing to entertain you with but Scandal, 
Indecency, Hypocrity, or Impiety. What is their 
Wit but àa mere See- Saw from one Inconſiſtency to 
another? Their Converſation is ever ſcrew'd up to 
Bombaſt, when it ſhould be familiar; or ſunk into 
Meannefs, when the Subject they preſume to meddle 
pe Tea-beard, not the Ceuncil. board, which Sophia contends. 
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with is ſublime. Where they ſhould be dent, they 
are as forward to prate, as they are remiſs in ſpeak- 
ing on proper Occaſions. In ſhort their Talk like 
their Perſons is one continued, inſipid Antitheſis. 
Amphibious Things indeed ! Whoſe impotent 
Fagerneſs to be like Man ſerves only to ſhew, that 
tbey are but mere mechanic Rote repeaters of his 
Words and unſucceſsful Mimics of his Senſe, 
How unlike are they at their Teo-tables to the ſen- 
| Gble Things they would be thought; and at the 
_ Card-table how ſhort of the Spirit of the noble 
Creatures they would be! There is nothing of a 
Piece in them but the Corruption of their Hearts 


and the low Cunning of their Heads, If ever they 


| ſacceed in aping us, it is in what is a Diſgrace to 
_ Underſtanding. Whenever they attempt, it they can 

fear as well as the greateft Libertine among us, 
tho' ſtil] without excelling the Parrot in any Thing 

but the Guile, Thus ever actuated by Perverſity, 2 
Tt They are never truely like us; and are never them 385 
ſelves, but when they jilt us: Tho? in that, Thanks 
to their native Talents, they ſeldom fail to be true 
Momen. How ill-beſtow'd then on thele fantaſtic 
Things is the Beauty we admire in them ! And it 


it was beſtow'd on them by Nature to decoy us in- 


to a Commerce with them, for the Benefit of Pro- 
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pagation; mult it not ſtill Mock our Realon, when 


we conſider it accompanied only with Parts which 
ve can reap no Benefit from, nor place any Confi- 


dence in? And what Aſſiſtance can we hope from 


their falſe Wit, as groveling as the Pride it inſpires 
tuem with? * 


But Sia it ſeems wall ain make a Handle of | 
che Beauty of her Sex to impoſe upon us an Opinion 


of their Senſe ; and becauſe „ the Organs of the 
Body are more delicate in them, therefore they 
«© muſt be fitter to anſwer the Ends they were made 
0 bor.“ True 1 in one Launen the — of Homes 
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were deſign? d for finical Amuſements, and therefore 


' were made more delicate than ours, in that Senſe of 
the Word. But if by delicate ſhe means more per- 
fectly or exactly form'd ; I meſt infiſt, that Experi- 
ence in the Uſe proves ours to be more ſolidly _ 
and exactly form'd than thoſe of the Nomen: And 
fir they ſhould be to, conſidering the more noble 
Uſes they were deſign'd for, and are employ'd in. 
Bur granting for a Minute that the Organs of Senſe 
are as perfect in Women as in Men, a and yet more 
delicate; what can Sophia infer but that they are 
more liable to be thrown into Diſorder, and there- 
fore the leſs to be depended upon? As the Mecha- 
niſm of a Watch, the more minute, gim, and deli- 
- cate it is, the more is it ſubject to Inconſtancy. A 
Conlideration which I willingly mention to apolo- 5 
gize, as much as the Nature of the Thing will 
bear, for that otherwiſe unaccountable Inconſtancy 
in which alone the Fair- Sex are ever conſtant. 


Not that ] entirely come into my ſoft Antagoniſt's 


: . that the Organs in Women are any more 
adapted to the natural Functions of the Mind ttan 
in Men: Perhaps they are leſs fo, For the EXter nal 

Sleekneſs of their pretty Forms is no Proof of the 
internal Perfection of their Organization. And 


Lats ht 


to imagine a Y/oman muſt have Senſe becauſe ſhe is 
handſom, would be as abſurd as to think that a Houſe 
muſt needs be finely furniſh'd within, becauſe the 
Out-ſide is beautiful: An E tror to be excuſcd in 
none but a Vomun. N 
What Angel can Imagination paint n more beau- 
tiful than Pavonia What Reptile more inſenſatel 

To Reaſon by Sophia's Rule, abr E yes would cheat 
us into the Belief that ſhe ſurpaſſes all the Sages 

Time has yet produced. And yet bear ber but 


ſpeak, you'll almoſt doubt if Heaven had any 
Hand in making a Thing at once ſo fair and foolith, 


tho? lo e A Man. Fever gory of Deſign, ſhe 
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= never looks it. "hi Smiles OT” Frowns aike BE 
it feets of Accident, want Power to pleaſe or diſpleaſe. 
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'' Her Words mere liquid Sounds of half -articulated 

/' Nonſenſe, guih from her pretty coral-ſpouted 

18 Mouth with ſuch unmeaning Energy, or drip with |} 
Hl ſuch deliberate Drawl that even Ridicule is robbd = 


2 pe 5 


3 of all its Zeſt. Frequent in Blunders, ſhe excites 
j . noLaughin others; but often laughs herſelf, when 
„ie mould be moſt ſerious. Her Miſbehaviour- 
moves no Anger, and her Favours lay no Obliga- 
| tions but upon ſuch as are little wiſer than herſelf, 
| Every Motion, every Air betrays the Fool, whom 
| they who have Senſe can ſcarce ſtoop to pity, and 
they who have none ſcarce condeſcend to envy. In 
a Word, gazed at by all, ſhe is admired and con- 
£:,----" verſed with by none but Ideots and Women. A- 
mamidſt whom while ſhe alternately reigns the Idol 
ok of Flattery, and laviſhly ſinks the Dupe Dee. 
J © ceit, ſhe is ſtill look'd down upon by all Men of 
i Senſe, with the ſame Contempt as the comely Pea- 
| cock: Tho? worthy greater Scorn in this, that the 
39 more beauteons Bird bears all his Blemiſh in his 
Feet, while her Diſgrace is ſeated in her Head; his 
| Dteformity abates his Pride, while hers but ſerves 
to make her more incorrigibly vain, Muſt it not 
be ovn'd chen, that Beauty is a convincing Proof 
of Senſe in it's fair Poſſeſſors? But Sophia perhaps 
will anſwer that one black Feather makes no Crow. 
Let us then fee, how much wiler the reſt of her Sex 
are than pretty, ſimple Pavonia ? 
It is a common Rule, and liable to very . 5 
. Miſtakes, to gueſs at People's Genius by their Com- 
pany. To know then the Capacity of the Fair 
Sex, let us but ſurvey their favourite Companions. 5 
Eye them, and you will find them the very Dregs 
bol our Sex; Fops whoſe whole Merit is made up 
of Dreſs and Drivel, Shew and Emptineſs; mere 
RW Jack-daws and Parrot; nay, rather WINE 800 4 
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Heads, are all they have to recommend them to the 
Ladies. Yet they are ſure to pleaſe, becauſe emi- 


nently qualified to diſcuſs the weightieſt Argument 
on Courtry-Dances, to decide the Fate of F aſhions, ; 
ſquare the Round of a Woman's Petticoat, and take 
the Latitude of a Nightcap from the Equinox of 


her Noddle, or the Longitude of two Lappets by 


| the Meridian of her Whims. Not that I the dealt 
blame the lovely female Triflers who are pleaſed 
with them. Tis but natural for Birds of a Feather 
to aſſociate 3; and ſince Likeneſs ever begets liking, - 


why ſhould they not be fondeſt of thoſe Men whoſe 


Follies are neareſt to their own ? But then I would 
not have them boaſt of an Equality of Senſe with 
_ thoſe Men, whole ſuperior Underſtanding 18 all 


they have to find Fault with. 


It will be to little Purpoſe for Sophia to quote me * 5 
5 the illuſtrious Names of many of the greatelt Wits 
pf all Ages who have admired, and been admired _ 
by, the Nomen. Has not the Succeſs they have met 
with been more Og. to their being Men, than 


to their having Senſe? Anacreon, the polite, the 
witty Audereon, with all his fine Parts reap'd no- 


: thing from his Purſuit of thoſe unſettled Things 
but the Contempt of his Agedneſs. And Theocritus = 


kimſfelf makes no Secret of the little eee 


ment he met with. The leſſer Poets indeed, 8 
55 well as Ovid and Horace, received ſome Marks of . 


their Favour; but what were theſe mighty Favours 


if you will believe their own Boaſts, but the ſhar- . 


ing the Lewdneſs of their Miſtreſſes with half the 
Ton. If I leave the Claſſics it will be an end- 
lels Toil to enumerate the many Inſtances, that 
_ thought-abhoring Sex have, at all Times and on 
. all Occaſions, furniſh'd, of the Preference they give 
i. Fools belare. Mea. of Parts... But where is the 


Neceſ- 


| Owls made fine whh plundered Plumes, Laced- 
Waiſtcoats, ſmart Toupees, light Heels, and lighter 
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Neceffity of recurring to other Times and 'Coun- 
tries for What our own can produce? Of all our fine 
Ladies induſtrious in adorning the Brows of their 
Huſbands, where is there one who does it with 2 
Man of true Wit? Of all our pretty Widows ruin d 
by ſecond Adventures, where is there one who does 

it with a Man of any Merit? Search but the Regi- 

ters of the Fleet, and you ſhall find Numbers of 
our faireſt, brighteſt Heireſſes charm'd away from 
their Guardians by Lacqueys, Valet-de- chambres, 
and powder'd, empty Coxcombs; but ſcarce one 
ſtoln Match with a really rational Creature. In 


ſhort, who are the Perſons who can boaſt of the 


Favours of all our fineſt Nomen, but Wretches too 
low for the Jeſt of our Sex, and too much like 
theirs to differ from them in any Thing but one 
fingle Circumſtance. Let the amorous Billets they 
ſcribble be produced; and for every one that is di- 
rkxcccted to a Man of Senſe, I'll allow them a Grain 
EE of Underſtanding more than they are intitled to. 


But ſurely they are not all void of Underſtanding. 


No ; but to fathom the Depth of their Underſtand. 
ings, remark only the Objects which employ them. 
Frequent their Drawing-Rooms, and liſten to their 
Converſation : What is it filled up with but annoy - 
ing Repetitions of ſtale Impertinencies to every new 

* ifiror ? One Part of the Weck, the Day is waſted = 
in viſiting and contriving Viſits to Perſons they 
hope not to find at home, and the Night in 


receiving Viſits from Perſons they would rather 


de almoſt blind than have the Sight of: The 


other Part, their Mornings, are laid © out in inter 


E rupting ſome Tradeſmen whom they know to be 
buſy, and Julling their own Time as well as mur- 


dering his in rummaging his Shop for Goods they 


neither want nor purpoſe to buy; and their Even 


ings are eked out with Tea, Slander, Operis, 


5 and N aa Wow the Intrigues on their Hands 


ä ale 
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are not incerfered with. In a Word upon examin· 
ing them thoroughly, it muſt be owned that not 
all the Bloom on their Cheeks, nor the Waſhes 
they owe it to, can make any tolerable Amends, 
in the Eſteem of a wiſe Man, for the Folly, Va- 
nity, Affectation, Malice, Deceit and Imperti- 
nence which appear in all they lay, and . all 
they do. 1 | 
©: And: yet it muſt be granted, there are Women, 


who employ their Underſtandings on higher 8 
| jects 3 who can try to reaſon ; and almoſt ſucceed. 


in it. Nay there are ſome can write, can even 


ſpell; and, what is more, can turn a Sophiſtry 0 
look not altogether unlike an Argument. And 
therefore it would be quite ungenerous not to allow 
2 Brilliancy of Wit (however falſe) in ſome of them, 
85 Eſpecially ſince my pretty ſmooth. Antagoniſt has 
__ given ſo late a ATOM. of it in herſelf, And yet 5 

een ese 


: Had be Joon ble with only half 15 8 4 6, 

None could admire too much her Excellence. 
But ſince ſhe can make Error ſhine fo br right, 
| She thinks it vulgar to defena the right. PRs 
With Underſtanding ſhe is quite oer. run; 
And by too great Accompliſhments undone. 

With Skill ſbe vibrates her unwearied 7 Ong, 

For ever mojt divinely i 2 the Wrong. Yong, 


So dangerous is a little Underſtanding to that 


= tender Sex! How happy is it: for them, that Learn- 


ing but ſeldom moleſts them! What ſtrange Dis. | 


tration would it not create in their poor render 


Heads! Is not Sophia's Self a living Demonſtration 3 
that to them 


A liiile Learning i is 4 . 7 bing ? 2 


= And they, alas, poor pretty Creatures, have neither 
un nor Brains to aint of Knowledge 2 


= Sa _ Good | 
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Good Senfe and Tea they are forced to ſip ke; r 
Their Heads and Stomachs of equal Delicacy can 
beſt digeſt the ſhalloweſt Draughts of all but Mum 


and Miſchief, Let thus much then ſuffice to ſhew 


: Sophia how little Room ſhe has to complain of Want 


of Learning in her Sex; and how much leſs, for 


any Parallel between her Sex and ours in Point of 
Underſtarding; when her own Eſſay plainly proves 
how ſhort the brighteſt of them fall of Man's ſupe- 
rior Wiſdom, Is there nothing leſs will ſerve the 
Women's Turn than having an equal Share with us 
in ͤ Government and public Offices? Let us then 
weigh their beit Pretenſions to bÞ exragrdinary R 
1 Privilege, „„ 5 


CHAP. 1v. 


Wiether bd Women are « equally nualified + with Men 


or Government and 7 «blic C * Offices. 


U R female Champion b is in a very great 0 


Paſſion with Cato for excluding her Sex tro, 


all Govern ment; and, I muſt own not withou! 
ſome Appearance of Reaſon.” For it is certainly 
true that Cato was not the moſt well-bred Man who 


ever ſpoke of them. He had too little of the Cour 


tier in him to fatter; and ſpoke too plain Eruil bB 


not to ſet a pretty Lady, who wants to wear che 


5 ee <9 on pouring. Rut Sophia would have much 
nore Reaſon to be angry with him, if he had been 
15 the only one of Opinion that Women are to be ever 

kept in Subjection. Whereas unluckily for them 
all the greateſt Sages of Antiquity, as well as the 
wWiſeſt Legiſlators of all Ages, have been of che 

ſame Ming. The greateſt Pocts, the moſt eminer. 
Divines, the brighteſt Orators, the ableſt Hiftoria!s. | 
ie. moſt blub . dans, —.— the — : 
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- Philoſophers, in a Word, all who have been famous 
for excelling in Learning, Wiſdom, and Parts, 

: have condemn'd the Vomen to perpetual Subjection, 
Z as leſs noble, leſs perfect, and conſequently inferior 


to Men. The Laws of all Common-wealths avs \ 
2 ſo many Confirmations of the Subjection they have —— 
ever been in. Neither can the Men free them from 


this Subjection, without revolting againſt the De- 

cree of Heaven, which appointed them Maſters, as 

1 wg already ſhewn, and therefore need not re- 

There are not wanting other Texts of Scrip- 

ture ge confirm this Matter. Eccleſi aſticus, Ch. vii. 
ahbſolutely forbids the Men to give Woman any 
Power over their Minds; and the Prophet Micab 
. poſitively ſays to them, Keep te Doors of 2 Mou o 5 
from her who Heth in thy Boſom, : 
55 Agreeable to this are the Sentiments of the molt 
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. eminent Divines and Fathers of the Church, <« . * 
| man, ſays St. Auguſtin, can neither teach nor 
00 nas and is alike unqualified to give Evidence _ 
: or judgment, how much lets then | is ſhe fit te 
5 „ govern?” And elſewhere he aſſigns the plain 
f = Reaſon why they ought to be ſubject to the Autho- 
= ok; _ rity of the Men, my Natural Order, ſays he, a- 
1 mong Mankind requires, that the Women ſhould 
5 70 ferve the Men, and Children their Parents ; 


Juſtice demanding that the der ſhould ferve the 
% greater.“ St. Ambroſe carries Reaſon yet farther to 


Wh 5 prove the Juſtice of the Authority Whic! h Men ex- 
32h ert over them. Adam was deceived by Eve, 
92 not Eve by Adam; the Woman inticed him to 

wy = Sin, therefore is it but Juſt that ſhe receive him 
or her Maſter whom ſhe made her Accompliee, 

0 4 © that ſhe may no more be liable to fall chro? . 


. | __ ** minine Frailty.” Among the primitive Chri- 
5 = ME ſtians it Was cuſtomary for the Women to be mar- 
Os ried in YN: ane St. PL dove gives us the Reaſon 
= 5 —— 1 
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for it, „that they might remember always to be 


« ſubmiſſive and humble to their Huſbands, 


How exactly of a Mind are the Divines and the 


Posts] Euripides tells us, that of all Animals, eſpe- 
cially intellectual ones, Homan is the pooreſt Thing. 


Therefore, lays Pittacus, keep Womankind ſub- 


e jet,” Jibullus ſays, „ they are a cruel Generation 


_« void of all Faith” Menander ſays almoſt the 
ſame, and adds that when a Woman ſpeaks with 
„ moſt Affability, it is then ſhe is moſt to be 

e dreaded,” And if we believe Plautus * Once a — 


« Woman has any Miſchief in her Head, Sickneſs, 


% nay what is worſe old Age, is leſs infupportabls | 


to her, than being thwarted in the Purſuit of it: 
Either let her complete it, or you make her com. 


e pletely miſerable, But if by Chance or Whim = 
4+. ſhe attempts any Thing that is good, how foon 7 
eis ſhe tired and ſick of it! Whatever you do, if | 

« ſhe begins any Thing tolerable, never be afraid 
cf her hurting herſelt ; ſhe'Il be ſure to do little 
e enough. For Women have a natural Genius for 
: « exceeding in Miſchief, but arc never guilty of © 


* Excels 1 in what 1s right. 


Ihe greateſt Orators are not the molt firoarable J 
to them, and the beſt Character Cicero, one of the ||® 
ableſt, had to give them, was that they are a cove- 1 
tous Race, ſovereignly ruled by the inordinate 
Love of Lucre. Nor are the Phyſicians a Jot more 
in their Intereſt, We are aſſured by Philo that 
the Women, according to the common received Opi- 
nion of the Faculty are but a Kind of imperfect 
„Men, that their Underſtandings are naturally 
„ weaker than ours, and that they are incapable 


« of comprehending any Thing but what immedi- 


„ ately falls under the Juriſdiction of their Sen- 


« ſation. 
If we credit Hiſtorians, whoſe Opioiine a are the 


kes to be iu}; pected as _ founded on the = on 


barn 


( Good- 
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5 gable Evidence of Experience, we ſhall find them 
every where a weak, inconſiſtent Generation, ever 


irreſiſtibly led away by ſome predominant Paſſion, 


which enſlaves and engroſſes them. The Fair- 
« Sex (/ays TAT us) is not only weak and unequal | 
„ to Toi}, but, if Truth may be ſpoken, cruel, 
e ambitious, and greedy after Power.” Valerius 
Maximus goes yet farther and aſſures us, that the 
Practice of Poiſon had ſtill been unknown, i the 
cruel Artifice of that Sex had not made 1 ic neceſſary 5 
5 to enact Laws againſt 1 VVV . 
Cato then was not the only wite Man 98 thought = 
1 the I/omen unfit to govern. The Sacred Writers 
tell us they are not to be truſted; Divines, Poets, 
Orators, Phyſicians, and Hiſtorians agree that they 
are weak, filly, poor, fickle, cruel, ambitious © 
Things, ever forward in Miſchief, ever Sluggards 
Pretty Qualifications truly to intitle 5 
them to Government and public Offices dsds 
But let us ſuſpend our Judgement till we hear 8 
What the Philoſophers think. Thoſe Oracles of 
Wiſdom may perhaps be more their Friends, and 
then it will ill become us to be their Adverſaries. Not 
ax all; Ariſtotle tells us that . a City muſt. needs 
e e wretchedly govern d which is govern'd b7 
omen, And well may he think iv who tells 
- Us, that“ the Judgment of Boys is only imperfect. 5 
* but chat of Wonen is abſolutely impotent. "> 
| Therefore, ſays an Anonymous Author, ** when 
LThings are come to fo bad a Pals as to ſuffer an 
bold Womantoreign, or interfere in State Affairs, 
8 nothing better is to be expected than to ſee her 
we rend the State and involve it in Calamities and 
«+ Confuſion.” Among Men the oldeſt are gene- 
_ rally the fitteſt to govera, becauſe the moſt con- 
firm'd in Wiſdom and Experience, but in Wo- 
men, ee to this es Age is er of 
any 
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7 any Wiſdom : And no Wonder at it, when their 


Judgment, is all Impotence. 


To which if we add their natural 1 Itch of cattling, 
their invincible Curioſity, and their innate Averſion 


to Secrecy, it can no longer be doubted that they 


are abſolutely unfit for public Government, and 
every Office connected with it. Nothing more re- 


quiſite in one who is to be intruſted with Govern- 


ment, than a Steadineſs which no Curiofity can 
make giddy, and nothing more powerful to make 
a Woman give up the moſt important Intereſts of 
her own or others than Curioſity. Secrecy is the 
very Soul of public Adminiſtration : Which to re- 
quire from that Tongue- puniſhed Race would be 
downright Barbarity. The wiſe Romans were 
thoroughly convinced of the natural Incapacity of 
Momen for keeping a Secret, and therefore were 
kind enough to them never to intruſt any of them 
with one, Every one knows the Stratagem young 
Papirius was forced to make Uſe of to ſatisfy his 
Mother's Curioſity, without betraying the Secrets 
of the Senate. Being one Day extremely folicited _ 
buy her to reveal the Subject of that Morning's De- 
bate, to rid himſelf of her Importunities, he was 
.-:.- Fequced to the Neceflity of feigning, that a Law: - --: 
Pas propoſed to allow the Men a Plurality of 
Wives. There needed no more to alarm the Whole 
Sex. Papiriuss Mother, ſpice of her ſolemn En- 
Zgagements, divulges it to all the Nomen ſhe knew, 
du they to as many more, till the whole Tribe of 
Wives, acquainted with it, formed themſelves into 
2 League, and began to make open Oppoſition toa 
Law fo odious to them. How fafe would the 
young Senator have been, had he been indiſcreet 
enough to truſt his tattling Mother with a real Secret 
as he did with a Fiction? 
Plutarch tells us of another Senator, who, med 
by his . on the like — — all — 
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12 39 ) — 
of Toleration, and unwilling to only her, told | 
her, that a Lark being ſeen to fly over the Senate- 
houſe with a golden Helmet on his Head and a 
Spear on his Claws, the Augurs had been conſulted, - 
to know what it could portend. To make it ap- 
ir the more like a real Secret, he had had the 
Precaution to exact from her the moſt ſolemn Vows 
of Privacy, aſſuring her that nothing leſs than his 
Life could atone for his divulging it to her, ſhould 
it be known he had done ſo. Bur what Force could 
the Fear of a Huſband's Death have to make a _ 
Woman keep a Secret, who muſt herſelf burſt or 
vent it? No fooner had her Huſband taken Leave 
of her, to return again to the Senate, than ſhe 
eaſed herſelf of the intolerable Burden, and the 
Tale flew fo ſwiftly about the Cicy, that, before he 
got to his Journeys End, he had it whiſpered in his 
Car as a profound Secret, by one who ſuppoſed 
hir to have been abſent from the Senate, At his 
Return Home he charges his Wife with having 
undone him. But ſhe, with a Confidence peculiar . 
do that Sex, Hatly denies her having divulged 
What he intruſted her with; and to ſilence him at 
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once, of three Hundred Senators in the Houſe, 8 | 
why ſhould the Secret be ſuppoſed to come from | 
qu alone, ſays ſhe ? She had carried her Boldneſs N 


yet farther. but for his ſtopping her Mouth by tell- : 
ing her, that it was a Fiction of his own making. 
r was far from coming off ſo well, but he 
. mult blame himicif for knowing Pomankind no 
better. We are obliged to Plutarch for the Ac 
count. Auguſtus diſpleaſed with Fulvius for dife 
inheriting his own Nephews in Favour of Livias 
Children, blamed him for it; and he like a filly 
Oaf was weak enough to tell it his Wife: She im- 
mediately tells the Empreſs of it; and the Em- 
Preſs upbraided the Emperor with it. So that the 
next Time Fubvins went to Court was to receive a 


2 ſevere 


* " 
4 — * 


the}. 


ſevere Reprimand from Auguſtus, and the Pleaſure 
of finding himſelf undone. And what did he get 
by returning Home to tell his Wife what ſhe had 
done, and that he was reſolved to ftab himſelf ? 
Why, no other Satisfaction, than to be anſwer'd 
that he was a Fool and deſerved no better Fate, for 
living with her fo long without finding out that ſhe = 
was a true Woman, and cou'd not keep a Secret. 
What ſhall we ſay afterthis? Shall we agree with 
Sophia, that the Women are fit for Government and 
public Offices? Or ſhall we not rather conclude. 
chem abſolutely unqualified for them; and that the 
Alncients were undoubtedly right in ſaying, that Wo- 
MEN are no more to be truſted than their Womss: 
| Theſe not being more liable to miſcarry of their 
5 Fruits than they of the Truſts we depoſite in them ? 
If England has been fo wiſe to admit theſe Evils 
to reign over us when neceſſary to avoid greater 
Evxils, is that any Proof that they are qualified for 
it? No, *twas not their Capacity, but our Pru- 
_ dence placed them on the Throne, to remove Occa- 
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| i ſions of Blood ſned and other ill Effects of civil 

IN Diſſention. And tho* it muſt be confeſs'd that Eh 

171M during the Reign of ſome of our Women, this Na- i 
1 ion has been in it's maſt flouriſhing Condition; yet 
6 whether ought ir to be attributed to, the Capacity o 
1. the ſoit Cyphers placed over us, or the Wiſdom. of „ 

10 the Miniſtry which made them of forne Account. _—_ 
2/8 Mere Adjectives of Nature, what Uſe cou'd they, IM. 

7 fil have been of but for the ſubſtantial Support of their 

33%; Counſel and Parliament? Into which none, nos 

1 1 even themſelves ever thought it worth while to in⸗ 1 

11 troduce a Woman, 5 

1 However, I am apt to think hat the pretty n ; 

175 ing Faces of theſe fair Creatures wou'd go a great 


A 5 


3 Way towards wheedling us into the Folly of ad-. 

maitting them to a Share in public Offices, if we. 
| — coud but diſcern in them wie leaſt Talent for go- 
1 LET e e yeming- 
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verning their own Families. Whereas without 
much Study we need but ſtep into the next Houſe 


we can think of, where the Gray Mare is the better 


Horſe, to find a Babylon of Anarchy and Confuſion, 
Helluina's is the firſt in my Mind, let us pay her 
a Viſit then, To do her Juſtice, nothing can be 
more decent than her Apartments, her whole 
Houſe from the Cellars to the Stairs, from the 
Kitchen to the Cloſet are fo many varied Scenes of 
finiſh'd Neatneſs; not the meaneſt Piece of Furni- 
tare owes it's Situation to the Hand of Chance; 
every Table has it's proper Poſt ; every Picture it's 
Fel low; there's not a Chair a Hair's Breadth from 
it's Place : not a Carpet but What is mathematically 
_ ſpread; nay, woe to Mrs. Betty if the very China 
15 not as regularly diſpoſed as the Features in her 
i adyſhip's Face. From ſuch an orderly Qfcono- 
my in Trifles who wou'd not expect to find a little 
Commonwealth, where Peace and Decorum have 
taken up their Reſidence? But a Moments Patience, 
and the all-divulging Tea-table will ſet you right. - 
An inſufferable Tr roop of ill train'd Brats are calbd - 
in to expoſe their Want of Manners, and put yours on 
tothe Trial. Pretty Mils muſt throw your Hat 
about, Maſter. Facky mult. put his Fingers in your 
Eyes, Charly in your Diſh; and if Tommy, her 
Favorite for never doing what | nis Father bids him, 
ſhouꝰ d offer to wipe his greaſy Fingers on your Coat, 
you muſt ſuffer him to do fo, or be as much in her 
= Diſgrace as Joby, who had his Head broke but 
= :n Hour ago, juſt where you fee the Plaiſter, for 


haſtily ſetting Veny upon the bare Ground to fave 


my Lord from falling down Stairs, Happily for 
Jobn he is in her Ladyſhip's good Graces, or he 
| had fared no better than Funny the Houle-maid, 


who had Warning given her, for letting a Tea. cup 


fl to hinder the Houſe from taking Fire. But 
this lucky Fellow, who is too much utcd to his La- 
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dy to be often guilty of ſuch Miſtakes, has abſo- 


lately rooted himſelf into his Poſt by once leaving 


a Butt of Wine to run about the Cellar rather than 
let the Parrot call him twice. So deſpotic is Belluina 
in her Family! Her Children, ſure never to be cor- 


rected but when they behave well, are inceſſantly 


rude and unruly; and her Servants, never ſure that 
her Lad ſnip will think what they do right, are al- 
ways doing wrong, with as ſedate a Confuſion as 
the Workmen of Babel. If you call for a Tea. 
poon a Saucer is brought you: And if you have 
à Mind for Sugar you muſt call for the Milk-pot. 
But it's Time to leave this orderly Lady, Mits's 
Cap you ſee is the tenth Part of an Inch awry ; the 
Lightning in her Mother's Looks are portentous of 
2 Storm, and once it breaks out the Houle will be 
too hot for every one in it. Her Ladyſhip can 
bear any Thing but Diſorder in Trifles; but that 
like a true Woman ſhe is io averſe to, that ſhe'll 
rather throw herſelf, her Family and even her 
Country into Confuſion, than ſuffer the Symmecry 
of a Curl or a Cap to be broken with Impunity. 
Whence it appears that all this excellent Ladys 
Qualifications for Government are owing to hen 
| happy Want of Senle to ſet others right, and Tera. Ce 
: Per to curb herſelf when wrong. 
Muccabella has a great deal more Temper bot 
much leſs Senſe than Belluina. She can with in- 
Credible Calmneſs ſee her Houſe a perpetual 5 5 
Bill, for Want of Brains to reflect how ill! it becomes 5 
the Fortune ſhe has, and the Figure ſhe n 5 
She has a Number of Servants, every one of which 
is too buly, in helping their Miſtreſs to lit ter tha 
5 Rooms, ever to be clean themſclves: Neither is © 
it they ſhou'd diſgrace their Superiors by being |< ach 
dirty than they are. About ſeven Months ago, 
fore ſhe was a Widow, 1 went for the firſt and alt 
Time to Breakfaſt with her and her Su Huſband 
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and Family. The dirty Diſorder of the Room 1 
Vas introduced to offended me leſs than the Rank- 
neſs of my Company poiſon'd me. It is true I was 
forced to ſtand for ſome Time, every Chair in the 
Place being taken up with ſome greaſy Heap; one 
with foul Plates, another with the Lady's Stays, 
and the reſt with miſcellaneous Muck, At length 
| however 1 was help'd to a Chair and Diſh of ex- 
cellent Coffee from a Silver Tea-board, placed on 
2 large Table near my old gouty Friend, and jum- 


bled together with a mangled Piece of Beef, a 


Woman's dirty Night-cap, a Comb-bruſh, an old 
Stocking, and a Urinal. The Converſation I was 
egntertain'd with was of a Piece with the Perſons 
who held it: Twas an Argument between the Lady 
and her Huſband, who wou'd fain have perſuaded. 
her that one clean Shift a Week cod not prejudice 
ber. Health. But with all her Meekneſs ſhe had 
been put out of Temper, if Mamma's own Daugh- 
ter had not taken up the Argument, and inſifted 
that the Trouble was needleſs when a Pair of Sleeves 
wWou'd do as well. It muſt be thought I cou'd not 
be fond of ſtaying in ſuch a diſorderly Jakes: Ac- 
_ £ordingly I took Leave never to return thither again. 
My old Friend follow'd my Example not long 
alter: He died in about two Months, and was ſent 
do rot in a decent Tomb after having lived many 
Fears buried in a diſorderly Sink of Sluttery. 
= THowever I have been lately inform'd that this 
Lady has put her Children in a terrible Fright, by 
turning cleanly at laſt, They are under dreadful. 
= ÞApprehenſions of her marrying again; and not 
= without ſome Reaſon, For ſhe has waſl'd her 
Hlands and Face twice fince my Friend's Death, 
has the Dining-raom ſwept once a Week, and has 
_ ſhifted her no leſs than three Times in one Fort- 
night. Whatever might be ſaid of Maccabella the 
ifown'd that the Widow dif- 
CS OB 
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covers a tolerable Diſpoſition for Government, anc 


»ublic Offices. For if outward Cleanlineſs is: any 


Proof of inward Neatneſs, and if an orderly Out- 
| fide is an Indication of no Confuſion within, why 
may not ſhe be at leaſt advanced to the Digaity of 
Miſtrets of Ceremonies to the Court? - 
Priſcilla is akin to neither of the former : Nor 
finically nice nor careleſsly fluttiſh. She loves 
| Neatnefs and knows when ſhe ſees it, but has been 
too genteely bred to be able to give any Directions 
towards it, For the very Oficonomy of her Table 


ſhe is forced to depend upon the Diſcretion of her 


Servants: And il her Houſe-keeper ſhou'd deſert 


Her, ſhe wou'd be as much puzzled to order a Din- 


ner, ASA blind Man cou'd be to find out his Way 


without a Guide. This was a Secret to her Huf. 
band, ill an unlucky Accident brought him ac- 


quainted wich it. One Day when he was without 4 3 


 Houſe-keeper he came Home and deſired his V1 


to add another Diſh to the Table, becauſe he ſhow'd dd 15 = 


bring an Acquaintance or two Home with him. 
She did as he order'd her; and the Gentlemen 


when they fat down had the folid Satisfaction ©: 
two Legs of Mutton and Turnips to feed on at the 


firſt Courſe, A Lady ſo verſed in domeſtic cord. 
my muſt needs be wondrous fit for Fe Govern 
ment: Muſt ſhe not? 


In Juſtice to that Sex 1 mulk not put an End o 


chis Subject without taking Notice of Prudecntits 


She is one of your notable omen, a tip- top Font a 


wife ] aſſure you. There's not a Secret in domeltic 
e unknown to her : She can metame 
Phoſe a Leg of Mutton to a Haunch of Veniſon, 
make the Lark tranſmigrate to an Ortalan,. and 


transform Engliſh Hog's Fleſh, into as good Weit- 
phalia Ham as ever was imported into Great B. 


tain. She is perfectly acquainted with the Myſtery 


of Making Butter and Cheele, Jellies, Confſerves, 
= Sywect- 
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| Sweet-meats, Cordials, and what not. Gardening 


ſhe is quite learned in, and at the Needle ſhe is 


perfect Miſtreſs. Nay the is a good Accomptant 
too. In ſhort, nothing which relates to CE.conomy 
comes amiſs to her. And yet ſhe is not vain of all 
theſe Accompliſnments. For tho? ſhe does often 
plague us with her Diſſertations upon theſe Subjects; 
'tis ever with the commendable View of learning 
what ſhe knows not, or ſhewing us how much ſhe 
eing proud that 
the has {toop” d to the humble Office of 0011128 an 
Egg; and, to ſhew how fit ſhe was to govern, "the. 5 
ſubmitted once, in her Huſband's Life Time, to 
boil him a Pig purſuant to his own Requeſt. But, 5 
ſuch is the Pate ſity of that poor Sex, ſhe has for- 
feited, ſince a Widow, all her Reputation of Wiſ- 


does know, So far is ſhe from 


dom, in che Management of her Chile ren; tho? 


| ſhe has but two to manage. Poſſeſs'd of a thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year at her Own Diſpoſal, ſhe hass 
withſtood the Tempta tion of a ſecond Match to 
lay up al for them m; and has made no better Uſe 
of it chan to ruin one by Exceſs of I XITaVAgAnCe, 
mot the other by extreme N. ggardli nels. By giv- 
her Daughter a Profuſion of Money and 
: | 0 ſhe has afforded her the Means to gain 
the Title of Mother indepe ndent of Wedlock; 
and to make Amends for that Error in the Care 
Of. Her Son, has kept him io ſhort of Money, that 
to get rid of a twelve Peny Dun he has married a 
F ritter-Wornan. Strange as this Circumſtance is, 
tis no leſs ſtrange than true, Nevertheleſs Pu- 
denia cannot be charged with Want of Love. 
All the Defect lyes in that W ant of Talent for Go- 
vernment, which is fo evident in chat tender Sex. 
It can no longer then be doubted that thoſe poor 
Pretty Creatures muſt make 1 very tor! * Figure ! in 
Government and public Offices, who appear ſo 
ee W for the Adm!. tration of 
eee eee e iN eee Private 
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privats o condmy. But 1 Fear 1 habe proved this. 
Matter too plainly to them, and therefore not ta 
give them the Pain of more ungrateful Truths on 
this Head, I ſhall follow whither Sophia leads me, 
chat is to conſider. : 


"4 H A P. v. 
What Copacity the Women have for Sciences. 


TC ANNOT help belog of the ſame Mind 
with the Duke of Britany quoted by Montagne 


In his Efays, and every one in their right Senſes 
mult think with us, that a Voman is learned enough = 
in Conſcience if ſhe can diſtinguiſh between her 
Huſband's Shirt and his Breeches. A ſeverer Im- 
 precation cou'd ſcarce be utter'd againſt the lovely 
Sex than to wiſh them Science-mad. Tis their 
pretty Fluency in Nonſenſe, and their bewitching 
Confidence in Ignorance, which give their Charms 
the Power of pleaſing us in the loft Moments, When 
e unbending the Mind from Study we ſeek in their 
..- native Folly a Reſpite from Senſe and Speculation. 

But why ſhou'd we put them to the Pains of Learn- 
ing to entertain us with that Nonſenſe and Ignorance | 

in ſeveral Languages? Why ſhou'd they be ſuffer'd 

to diſtra& their poor tender Brains with hard Words 
and technical Terms: Is it not enough that they can 
clip and carve their own Mother Tongue into a 
Variety of Dialects, without obliging them to con- 
found others into a Kind of mix'd Jargon, as un- 
uünelligible as the Converſation of Negroes? 8 
1 don't however pretend to diſpute their 3 5 


Genius for Words. It is undoubtedly to them we 


owe the Preſervation of that ancient and venerable 


Language, calbd Gibberi/h, which had long ſince 


been utterly Joſt but for their Care and Aſſiduity in 5 
— cultivating i it. It wou'd therefore be highly 810 4 
| | lu 5 
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: fal not to give 8 the Praiſe FOR to their excellent 
Talents in this Branch of Learning, eſpecially ſince 
pe reap ſuch important Advantages from their Ex- 
cellence in it. Without the Inſtructions of thoſe 
pretty jabbering Creatures, we ſhou'd be at a Loſs 
co converſe with our own Infants. Our Ignorance 
vou d run us into the Dilemma of either frightin 
them with plain Eugliſo, or reducing them to the 
Neceſſity of learning it much ſooner than the uſual 
Time, and even before they had gone through the 


politer Language of the Nurſery, How vulgar, 


wou d it be to hear an Infant ſay, Pray Mother give 


your little Boy a Plumb! Is it not infinitely more 
elegant to fay, pay Mamma div ecky Boy a Pu. 


And how ſhou'd a Child ever be able to learn the 


latter preferably to the former, it the Women were 


not more induſtrious in teaching them than we are? 
Beſides, we are ſuch natural Dunces when put out of 
the Road of Senſe, that we ſhou'd never ſucceed in 
making Children "reach the eloquent Unintelligible 
ſeo ſoon as they do under their preſent Teachers. 
Por my own Part I have been often in a Nutſe + 
of young Children, and, tho' ever ſo attentive to. 
their Converſation with one another, cou'd under- 
| Rand no more of their Meaning than if they had : 
been ſo many Hottentots : Tho” every Woman wha 
came in, I found, was perfectly verſed in their 
Language. Well for me and them they were ſo, 
r Jam afraid 1 ſhow d often have done Miſchief, 
but particularly once. Being where two or three 
Children were at play, on a tadden I heard one of _ 
them cry, and more good natured than wiſe was 
offering to pacify it with theſe barbarous Words, 
_ prelly Thing, chat do you cry fon? Bat the Chil- 
ren wereterribly frighten'd, and for aught I know 


had all fallen into Firs at the Cannibal Sound, if a 


learned Woman in the Room had not terne ed 
my Meaning 3 in familiar Gi zoberifh, which it ſeems 


runs 
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runs thus: Peety Sing! did um ky, did um vels it, 

| fall um beat paw paw Man, div me a Bow den, 
dare, doe pat Man doe. Thele mellifluous Sounds 
uy tranquillized the little peeviſh Gentry, and 


niſh'd to convince me of how great Importance it 


is to Mankind that this teminine Science ſhould be 
kept up. : 
So far then from thinking the Lidia incapable 
of teaching at leaſt this Branch of KnowEkoge, . 
am for moving the Legiſlature for the Eſtabliſhment 
of a female Univerſity for that Purpoſe : And if I. 


were not afraid of offending my fair Antagoniſt's 


great Modeſty, I would, with all due Submiſſion _ 
to higher Powers, propoſe her for Chancellor. One 
of the Profeſſors J have already in my Eye ; tis a 
Lady who keeps a Female Academy in Black- 
_ Friars. L was agreeably ſurprized, ſome Time _ 
ago, to find her excellent Talents, for ſuch a-Pur- 
poſe, diſplay'd on the very Board over her Door: 
Where was written in golden Capitals theſe elegant 
Words, Tung Laydis taut to ſpill and imbrawther, 
Which by the niceſt Critics is tranſlated thus, 0 "Bo 
Ladies taught to ſpell and embroider.. But I h „„ 
ſimnce had the Satisfaction to hear that this © wi of 
Antique Learning has brought her ſuch a Number | 
Of Scholars, that ſhe thinks it now beneath her to 
keep out a Board, convinced of the Old Proverb, 
that Good Wine needs „ 5 
Nevertheleſs I would not have » Gidberiſh the ſole 
Affair of this Univerſity. No, I would have ſome _ 
taught to liſp a little Engliſh, and write it, however 


C3 


aſkew and unintelligibly. If I am not miſinform' d. 
there is a Lady now at work upon a new Engli/t 
Grammar for the Uſe of the Fair-Sex ; which in 
all Probability will take very much, as her chief 

View has been to fave unneceſſary Trouble, by re- 


ducing the Work to a very conciſe Compaſs. Sti! 


c has ſpared no Pains to make i it of univerſal Ute . 
2s © = IE 


* 
{1554 


16). 


into open Perver= 


to the Women, and by the Strength of her Genius, 
and continued Application, ſhe has abridg'd the 
whole Art of Grammar to four Parts of Speech, 
Liſting, Miſpelling, Noiſe, and Nonſenſe, If my 
Scheme ſhould take Effect, what a conſiderable 
Figure would not this 75 make 1 in an Univerſity- : 
. Chair? e | 
I can by no Means however conſent to the 1/9. 
men's loſing any Time in the Study of the Law. 
To complete a Man a Knave, it is abſolutely ne- 
_ ceflary to make a Lawyer of him, But every % 
man from her Cradle is by Nature a Lawyer in this 
| Senſe. They have all ſuch finiſhed Talents for 
__Ibug, diſſembling, cajoling, undermining, - equi- 
vocating and barefaced!y cheating, that there is no 
Law profane or ſacred which they cannot argue 
away or brazen out, *Tis rather then a woful Shame 
cheir Knowledge of this Kind has no Bridle put to 
tit, than any Ways likely they ſhould Improve. us 
or themſelves by any farther Advances. 
What a Diſgrace to her Sex, and what a 3 py 
to ours, is Lolia, with all her Juriſprudence, There 
is no tricking Attorney ſhe has not out-trick'd, no 
iharping Counſellor ſhe has not bit, and no both- 
ded Serjeant ſhe has not outwitted. There's not 
Court in England but ſhe is verſed 1 in the Practice 
al, and nota Quirk in it but ſhe has made Uſe of. 
She hascozen'd a Bribe-worthy J. 
ion of the Law, and bilk'd him after all of the Pre- 0 
mium of his Iniquity. She has forged away an emi- 
= nent Knave's Ears without riſking her own, and- 
= married away the Eſtate of an honeſt Dupe of - 

Y Rank from his lawful Iflue, to ſquander it away 
upon her own lawleſs Mongrel, Her greateſt Praiſe 
is the having utterly ruined many, and greatly in- 
jured all ſhe ever had to do with : The never hav- 
ing built upon one honeſt Plea the numberleſs Suits 
: Bl has > had upon her Hands; and the having 
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gain'd many Cauſes without uſing any honeſt 


Means; tho? ſhe never loſt a ſingle one for want 
_ of any kpaviſh Artifice in her Power. To ſum up 
the litigious Merit of this Machiavelian Lady in few 
Words; without ever poring over Litlleton or 
Coke, there is no Law fo plain which could any 


Ways concern her, but what ſhe has baffled by the 
Sanction of the Laws themſelves. So idle and 


needleſs is it for that Sex to ſtudy the Chicaneries ot. 
the Law; ſo eaſy is it for them without Study © OS 
be perfect & in the Practice, and fo pernicious is this 


Perfection in them to all who have any Concerns 


| with them? I would therefore, for Lolia's Sale, 
have all Matters of Law baniſn'd the Female Pro- 


vince under Pain of Death. 


Indeed they may, if they chink- proper, erect * 


Faculty of their own to give a Grace to the Miſchic! 


they do with their Noſtrums. To qualify them for 
 Phyſictans there is nothing wanting but a litile 8 

lemnity of Phiz, the Uſe of Spectacles, and a "2 5 

fuſeneſs of unintelligible Jargon; tho? the latter, 


Thanks to their propitious Stars, their natural GH 
neis of Tongue, and Fondnets for hard Words, 
gives them an admirable Diſpoſition = 
For Hiſtory T think they have an uncommer: 
Capacity : Ar lealt one of the moſt noted Produc- 
tions in that Kind is thought to be the Work » 


a female Genius. For though a Reverend Biſhop, it 1 
Compliance with the Modefty of it's real Author, 


was fo kind to lend his Name to the celebrate) 


Hiſtory of his own Times, it is believed by marx 
that his Chaplain's old Grandmother had the chief 
_ Handinit, In Politics and Novels too they 2 5 1 
remarkable for excelling: Their Propenſity to 


triguing qualifies them for the latter, and the former 


they are — in 1 5 W and the Gift of 
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 Novilia | is an 3 News- Paper, which nei- 


ther tires your Eyes, nor ſounds your Purſe: Vour 
' Ears are at all the Expence of your Information. 
There is not a Thing happens or can happen but 


ſhe knows or invents, unleis there be too much 


Probability in it. She can ſettle the Affairs of all 


Europe with as great Facility as the Grounds in her 


Coffee- Pot; can carry on War with equal Reſo- 
| lation ; and has actually taken more Ships from 
Spain lince the Rupture, than Admiral Haddock had 
Time to take; nay than that Nation has to loſe, 1 
was informed of the Convention by her two Hours 
before I read it in a Hague Letter; and had from 
her ſome Months ago the joyful News of Cuba 
being taken by Admiral Vernon; which if it was 
not true, was very near being ſo; but luckily for 
the Spaniards the Admiral had not yet quitted the 
Downs. She has often communicated to me the 
important Conferences a certain great Monarch had 
in Bed with his Wife. And if "ſhe 's not always 
right in her Accounts it is owing to the impolitic _ 
7 Proceedings of the Miniſters of State, For to give 
„ er her due, in telling you what is done, ſhe only 
means to acquaint you with what ſhe thinks ought 
to be done. | would by all Means therefore have 
2 Chair erected in the Female Univerſity, for the 
Ianſtruction of ſuck men as diſcover a Genius for | 
Politics: But that they may be of ſome Uſe ro the 
Public, I would humbly propoſe to the Govern- 
ment to take off the Duty from all other News- 
5 8 and lay it upon theſe living Gazettes. 


In the Chair, for the Education of ſuch as have 


a a peculiar Talent for Novels, I would have the 
Works of the learned Authors Mrs Behn and Mrs, 
Manly read as the Standard of that Science; and as 

Impiety and Smut are conſiderable Branches of it, 

I would have thoſe Paſſages, which are the moſt | 

remarkable tor either, L. inforced to the 

| AED 7 RE AND — fair — 


fair Students, I know no one more happy for a 
communicative Faculty, in that Part of Literature, 

and therefore none likely to make a more able Pro. 
feſſor of it, than the witty Saphira, that ſurpriſing 

Genius the firſt Eſſay of whoſe incomparable Pen 


Was cloſed in the iprightly Parentheſes of Bawdy 


and Blaſphemy. The Lady, you muſt know, is a 
Frecthinker by Profeſſion; but moſt firmly believes 
there is a God, becauſe Folks will have it there is 
none: Tho! ſhe can with a becoming Eaſe talk of 
him in as careleſs a Manner as ſhe does of the Devil, 


whom ſhe looks upon as a mere Fiction, and wiſhes 


the had nothing to trouble her more than the Fears 5 
of Hell. For ſhe is very ſure God is too good tie 
make ſuch a troubleſome Being, or ſuch a diſma! 


Place. As ſhe has, beſides theſe Accompliſhments. 
a tolerable Taſte for Poetry ſhe may give her pretty 


Scholars a little Tincture of it by reading to them 
Mrs. Barver's Family Poxus, unleſs ſhe thou!1 
think it more inſtructive to parapirale Mrs Bebi 


= Piece upon Enjoyment, —_ 


If I miſtake not, Sophia diſclaims, in the Namn 
of her whole Sex, the Privilege of interfering in 


11 


Matters of Divinity: Tho' the ſtill contends b 


64.8 * 


for their natural Aptneſs for it. What Commiſion ſc | 
may have from her pretty Clients to give up fo con 


480 


derable a Claim I know not. However, I am ab 


Iutely of Opinion, that it becomes them full as well 


to hold forth on the Subject of Religion in a Church 
aàãs in their Drawing- Rooms; in a Pulpit as at 
Iea- Board; and both are as graceful in them 
riding aſtride would be. What Schiſm ever rende 


the Church, which they have not had a principa) 
Hand in? What Error ever crept in among Ch.. 
ſtians which they have not been induſtrious to- 


ward? What Point fo abſtruſe in Religion which 


they are not for deciding ? If they muſt be Char 
ber-Divines, why do they not even go farther and | 
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ſcize 4 Church and Pulpit to? Why do they not 
copy after that female Pattern of Conſiſtency, Dro- 
monia? This fleſhly Tabernacie of the Spirit hath 
wiſely thrown off all idle Forms, to preach the 
outward Man into the Arms of the inward one. 
Convinced of the Light within her, ſhe hath not _ 
buried it under + Buſhel, at her Levee, but hath 


placed it on a Candleftick in the Houſe of the Lord, 


that it may give Light unto all that are in it. And 
the Lord in Return hath ſo repleniſh'd her with the 
Light of his Knowledge, that ſhe expoundeth the 
15 Scriptures without ceaſing, and burſteth not, albeit ſhe 
 knoweth not how to read them. He hath made her 
a Picklock of Wiſdom, and given unto her a Key 
to open the greateſt Myſteries of the Revelations, 
and ſhew that there is no Myſtery in them; to un- 
told the Prophets as ſhe anfoldeth her Apron z and: 
do expoſe the Evangeliſts as ſhe expoſeth herſelf. 


Nay he hath given her a ewo-edged Tongue for a 


Snare, two rolling Eyes for a Bait; he hath added 

Claws unto her Fingers, and behold ſhe goeth forth 
like unto a Fiſher of Men, and ſpreadech her ſnowy _ 
Arms like unto a Net. But the Spirit blowerh where 


itt liſteth; and the Sons of the Fleſh will not bite at 
- the Bait, nor be caught | in the Net. 


However unſucceſsful the Induſtry of this female Be 


: ire is, I think ſhe is a living Proof of the Abi- 
_ lity of that Sex for the Study of Theology, And 
therefore J am not againſt their erecting a Chair 0 
teach, and appointing her the Proſeſſor. 


But I can by no Means give into their puzzling 


"vel little delicate Heads with the more intricate 

? Study of Philoſophy of any Sort. Every Branch of 
chat is built upon Reaſon, and Reaſon they have 

nothing to do with. However as they have 1. ve 

faint Glimmerings of it, I don't pretend to ſay there 

will be any Harm i in their gaining a little ſuperficial 


Swatch of Lame T rifles SEAN on \ Philoſophy : = 
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Such as a few nter Terms, a ſmall Number 
of detach'd Sentences, and here and there a trite 
Experiment, Theſe will ſuffice to make any Vo- 
mam as learned as ſhe need be, and theſe any Woman | 


5 may pick up without much Coſt. 
I QWas lately entertain d by one of your very 


learned Ladies in her Study, where I had the Op- 
portunity, during a ſhort Space ſhe left me alone 
there, to take a Survey of her Library, and the 
choice Collection which had contributed to make 
her ſuch a Scholar. As I found it very curious] _ 
| was at the Pains of writing a Catalogue, Which ! 
Mall here tranſcribe for the Benefit of all the Fair 
Lovers of polite Learning, So far am I from envy. 
ing them any e of OY their 


Talents. 
Her Books chen ſtood i in the following Order. 


” The Atalantis; a Common: prayer- book —— Ro . 

; _ ebeſter”s Poems; Preparation for Communion —- 
Love's laſt Shift ; Meditalians on Death— A Patch- 

Box — Paradiſe loſt; the Art of being eaſy at all 
Times — Bebn's Novels ; ; M bite feld's Sermons — _ 

Ovid's Art of Love; Advice of a Mother to her Sor 1 


and Daughter — Petronius in Engliſuh', a Bible — 
Paper of Pins — A Thee-and-Thor Almanack ; 


the Moral Philoſopher , the Pilgrim's Progreſs — — 
5 EO. - A Pocket oe 
| Looking-Glaſs — Dacier's Homer Engliſh ; en lan 


Geography of Children, the Tallers- 


A Tales; the Merry Feſter; Eſſay on Mideifry 
In a Vacancy lay Swif's Dreſ/ing-Room, Sh 


Houſewife upon it ſtuff d with Silks, and a Pape! : 


of Spaniſh Wool — The Plain-Dealer ; Law's fe. 


rious Call to a devout Life — Tale of a Tub; Dyche's 
Spelling-Book — The Whole Duty of Man; the Ari 


, getting beautiful Children 


After having given an Account 5 — 5 : 


it is fit 1 ſhould give lows Idea of it's fair * 
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She has read a great Deal, and has a very godd 
Memory; can talk incoherently in five ſeveral 
Languages; has tranſlated and even compoſed; is 
2 Cxitic in Proſe and an Author in Verſe. But with 
all this deal of Learning and Memory, ſhe neither 

knows how to ſet her Cap ſtrait, nor can remember 

to buckle her Shoes; and is fo blinded with poring 

over Books as not to be capable of diſcerning the 
Difference of Shades between a dirty Smock-fleeve _ 
and a clean Apron. In ſhort ſhe is too much taken 


5 up with the Dead to mind any Decorums to the Liv- . 


ing; and, but for the Sake of informing the latter, 
5 would ſcorn to converſe with them. While 1 was with 
her, a ſudden Itching in her Head Put her in Mind 


that her Hair wanted combing. She ſubmits to 


the greaſy Taſk : But no ſooner had ſhe drawn the 
Comb half a dozen Times through her Hair, than 
aà learned Flight ſeized hold of her Senſes; ſhe 
tucks up her Locks with irregular Haſte ; and, SL 
ing Leave of me, hurrics along the Street, without 
ſo much as taking Notice of the Surprize and Ri- 
dicule of the Peop! e ſhe paſs'd by, till ſhe came to 
her Bookſeller's, who could not have ſeen ſhe had 
been drefling her Head but for the Nightrail ſhe 
had ſtill on her Shoulders. It muſt be owned, that 
it this Lady is a Scholar ſhe is a very fluttiſh one; 
and the much ſhe reads is to very little Purpoſe, 
ſince it can make nothing better of her than a B 
® Flattern. It is happy for her, and much more for 
3 our Sex, that ſhe is unmarried. A Man of Senſe 


raft undoubtedly prefer to ſuch a learned Negli- 


gence, an ignorant Wife who can condeſcend to be 
| cleanly, and ſtoop to be a little well-bred. For my 
Part, after ſeeing ſuch an Inſtance of the i Con- 


ſequence of Literature in Women, I cannot but 


85 of 2 Mind, TO Mr, Dryden tranſlates 
him, : 


That 1 5 


„ 11 
That of all Plagues, the W is ad; 
The Book-learn'd Wife in Greek and Latin bold. - 
The Critic-Dame, 'who at her Table fits; J 
Homer and Virgil quotes, and weighs their Wi 63 > 


And pities Dido's agonizing Fits 
She has fo far th Aſcendant of the Board, 


The praling Pedant puts not in one Word: 2 


The Man of Law is non-pluſt, in his Smit 3 1 

May every other female Tongue is mute. 
Hammers and beating Anvils, you would ſwear, 
And Vulcan with bis whole Militia there. 

 Tabors and Trumpets ceaſe; for ſhe alone 
J able to redeem the lab'rinę Moon. 8 
un Nils a Burden, where it talks too long! 

Bui ſhe, who has no Continence of Tongue, 
Should wwalk in Breeches, and ſhould wear a Beard: - 
And mix among the Philoſophic Herd. © 
O what a mid-night Curſe has he, whoſe Side 
. peſter d with a Mood and figure Bride? 
: Is mine, ye Gods ! (if fuch muſt be wy Fate) 
No Logic learn, nor Hiſtory franfiatt I 
But rather be a quiet, humble Fool. 

I bate a Wife to whom I goto School, „ 
MM bo climbs the Grammar Tree, diftinftly knows : 
Where Noun, and Verb, and Participle grows ; 
Corretts ber Country Neighbour ; q and:a-bed. 
. For breaking Priſcian” s breaks ber Husband's, Head. 8 


| Neither Javed nor 1 FIN that Wethin may ac- 
Z quire ſome ſuperficial Learning : All we contend 
for is that it is ever ill beſtow'd upon them, inaf- 
much as it renders them uſeleſs to their own Sex, 
and a Nuiſance to ours. Of which the Lady whoſe 
\ Portraiture I have juſt given is a Ggnal Proof. 
If Sophia ſhou'd bring me a few Inftances out of 
the common Rule, what will ſhe get by it? Igrant _ 
that Greece has ſhewn it's Sappbo ; Rome her Cor- 
5 nelia; „ France has — a Dacier > Holland 


her 85 
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"has brought forth a Schurman 3  Traly a Doctreſs; 


and, more bleſt than all, England now boaſts an 
Eliza and a Sophia: What then? Are ſeventy In- 
ances, tho? ſeventy Times ſeven Times doubled, 
in upwards of five thouſand ſeven Years, ſufficient | 
to prove a general Capacity in Fomen for Know- 


8 1 and Learning? Wou'd my fair Antagoniſt ; 


-hink Horſes a fit Party for her at 9uatdr ile, if 1 


bord inſtance ſome of that Species, which have 
been Dabs at Put? Or wou'd the like to be con- 
fined to the Converſation of Parrots becauſe many 


of them can talk a great deal? No: Neither can 


we deem the Jomes: fit Affociates for us in the Study » 


of Sciences, becauſe a few have had a tolerable 


Smattering of chem. But let us proceed to view 
TE them | in another Light | in the following Sn 


CHAP. 


= Whether Women are natur wall y eie for Miltary 5 


— Offices, or nat. E 


: , DLE 48 1 think this Queſtion, i it is neceſſary | 


to take it into a Minute's Conſideration, 1 in Com- 


plailance to my fair Adverſary, who is diſpoſed to 
think it of ſome Importance. Indeed, in one Senſe 
I am of her mind: for I cannot. help wiſhing, for 
the Good of my own Sex, that the Women, howe- 
ver unqualified for Military Exploits, were obliged _ 
to engage in all the Wars, Civil Diſſentions, Fa-. 
milly Feuds, and bloody Broils they are the origi- 
nal Authors of; ſince, in all Probability, their na- 


tural Averſion to Danger would have made them _ 


les forward to expoſe us to it. I would have every | 
_ liſting Coquet, who prides herſelf in meaſuring the 


Love of her Dupes by the Length of their Swords, 


be com pellets to act the Part of a Second in the Fray. 


a - 


I And 


K uo RR n ow 3 
2 #, <a . . * . o — —— — — now 2 — 


9 
4 
! 
f 
15 
; 
i 
' 
3 

1 

1 


(5). 


And as for thoſe Ladies who have Pride and Prov... 
tineſs enough to ſer their Families on cutting o 
another's Throats, to involve their Country | in Ci yi! 
Diſcord, or to ſet Nations at a bloody Strife, ] 


—_— 


would have them fingled out, like ſo many Curatiz 
and Horatiæ, to decide the Diſpute with their own 
| Blood, and ſpare unneceffary Slaughter. Thus, 
knowing themſelves doomed to heal at their ow! 
Coſt the Miſchiefs of their own making, the! 


would be lefs fond of Diſcord, or we ſhould be | fs 


the Victims of it. But to expect them to expoſe ther 
pretty Carcaſſes to Perils or Hardfhips for the Sal 
ty of their Country, the Good of the Public, or th: 
_ Defenie of Virtue, would be requiring Impoſfible les 

from chem. Magnanimity, as an illuſtrious Author f 
obſerves, was never expected from that puſillanimovs 


Sex. Each Sex, indeed, has its Perfections. but 


Grcatneſs of Soul was never numbered among fe. 


minine Accompliſkments. Nature from the Beg. 


ning fixed an eſſential Difference between Man d al il 
Wiman, not more in Strength of Body than 
Mind; and, though ſhe gave them both ſome Wir- 
- ues not unlike in Appearance, yet ſhe kan ed 
ttzhoſe Virtucs between them in very unequal Sharcs. 
What is the utmoſt Strength of ZH/oman pit = > 

Struggle of Imbecillity? What her TIO „ 

: bur Cowardice made deſperate ? | _ 


And yet I will not pretend to ſay that every 2 


man is a Coward, or that any of them are always 
ſuch: No, Vomen can be jometimes fearleſs, Bur 
that is only when Vice inſpires their VaJour. And 5 | 
then what is it they cannot do or dare? For, © 8 
: Mr. Dipden oye after Juvenal, 


- Back Incbhvenience makes FIT Fate cid; 
— Womanfind in Ws is ever bold. 
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TaxemuLa is as tender a Lady, and as ealily | 
ſcared as any I know of her whole Sex. Too pret- 


ty fo tread the Ground in a vulgar Manner, ſhe 


cannot ftand, though 1t ſhould be to fave her Huſ- 


band from Ruin, much leſs can ſhe walk the enor- 

E mous Length of a Room, unleſs ſhe has a Man to 

E lcan upon, or the Happineſs to forget herſelf. 

ES Mulic, indeed, has a miraculous Effect on the har- 
monious Creature, it can ſolidate her too ſupple Si- 
news, and give her Force to foot it, without faint- 
ing, for four and twenty Hours together; though | 

aer Joints are naturally fo very weak, that ſhe can 
{ellom ſucceed to take two Steps and a halt Without 

_ tripping. I myſelf have known her laid up with a 


Cold for the Whole Winter, by raſhly Venturing 


croſs a boarded Entry to her Coach, before the 
Maid could ſpread the Carpet, for all her Huſband 
= had warmed er Clogs very carefully: And at this 


ot Time is dangerouſly ill of a Tooth-ach, which 


2 got by inconliderately going one Nigbt to the g 
gay without Ear-rings. What makes the Danger 


rreater. is that ſhe cannot be bled. The Sight of a 
! .zncet would throw her into a Swoon ; od her 


| Pits are frequent enough, without ſeeking Occaſions 
te make them more ſo. She is always in a Panic 
nat beſt. For conſcious to herſelf of being ſornething 
very precious, ſhe never thinks herſelf thoroughly 
S Z{afe, The Buz of a Gnat will awake her from the 
I _ profoundelt Dream of Tranquillity ; ; the Ruſtling 
| of her own Silks has often ſet her on trembling z 
and in another Perſon's Houſe, the has fainted 
away at the Sight of her own ſweet Self in a Glaſs, | 
| before the had Time to recolle& the dear Idols 
= Features, All edge Tools ſhe has an utter Dread 


of; two croſs Knives are ſufficient Matter at any. 


Th Time to metamorphoſe the fearful Thing into an 
alpin Leaf; her Huſband's Sword, though 48 
harmleſs as Harlequin s Sabre, ſhe can tolerate no 


12 =. Where. 
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where but at his Side; and one Day finding him, a: 
the came into his Cloſet, with a Razor in bis 


Hand, ſhe fairly fell back into the Arms of the 
Footman „ and what would have been the Conſe- 


quence 1 cannot ſay, if Richard had not unlaced 
her, while his Maſter went after the Houſe- keeper 


for her Lady's Drops. So delicate and fearful i. 


pretty Tremula. And yet, averſe as I am to Ha. 


Zards, I would venture an even Wager of a mal! 


Matter, that if Richard had the Senſe to fee} he: 


Pulſe, and gueſs at her Conſtitution, he might en. 


able her to walk three or four Miles to an Aſſigna 


tion of Miſchief, in the darkeſt Night, "withour Ut 


Fear of meeting in the Way a Bear, or a Bug. 
| boe: if I may be allowed this female Elegance. 
And why not; Viragina is as flender and de“ 


. cate to Appearance as herſelf; and yet ſhe can do : 
that and more. Strang and flour as the talleſt O. 
cCers in our Sanding Army, Horſe or Foot, 


can leap a fve-barr'd Gate, keep at the Heels o 
Fox, and ſet a Buck at Bay, with the beſt of than. 


She can turn her Horſe a-drift, take her Dog an 3 
her Gun on a Winter's Day, and without Fear of: 


Colds or Catarrhs ramble Miles in the Dirt, to 


| ſolitary Coppice, in Purſuit of her Game. Ne FE 


Weather can keep her at Home, and no Dans: 


Can fright her from venturing abroad. In the Con m. 
try ſhe can ſtroll a whole Day, from Cover to Co- 


ver, after a Brace of Woodcocks; and, Moon or 


Moon, can trapes all Night through thick gene 0 


from Village to Village, "after a ſingle Fidler. 


Town ſhe is as undaunted; can ſwagger at a on 8 
Table, riot at a Tavern, and ramble rough 5 3 


Streets from Bagnio to Bagnio, with as much © 
curity in a Hack as in her own Coach; and . 
Hours when the honeſter Part of Watchmen are 
Icarce ſafe. Nevertheleſs, it cannot be faid a. 


5 this Lady i is vigorous and undaunted alike | in every 
— -thi ng. 
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thing. No; in every thing that is good and com- 
mendable, ſhe is all Impotence and Panic; and 

would be full as feeble and fearful as 7. nts her- 

ſelf, even in theſe her favourite Amuſements, if 
the Toil and Danger of them ſhould once aſſume 

the Face of Virtue, *Tis Miſchief then, dear, dear 


Mliſchief, which ſpirits Viragina to be to vigorous, 
and act fo valiantly, Vice and Miſchief alone are 


capable of making that Sex ſummon all its la- 
tent Strength, and forget all its Fears. Inſpired by 
Evil, what will they not hazard? Vice ſhall make 
24 7. haleſtris equal to the Labour of rambling after 
an Alexander; make Sbeba's Queen overlook the 
Daangers of a long and unknown Road; and hum- 
ble an Empreſs, Meſſalina, a Roman Empreſs, 0 
walk the Streets. Every V omau is a Hippia, preſt 
in the Lifts of Virtue; ſlow, impotent and heart- 
lels, feared by an Atom, fainting at a Roſe. But 
place the Goal of Vice, or Standard of Iniquity 
within their Reach, all Volunteers of Sin and Luft, 


they'll hurry to it with the utmoſt Eagerneſs; for. 


| fake their Huſbands, the tendereſt of Huſbands, 


1 AE forget their Children, Parents, Blood and Friends, 


dare foaming Seas, ſnuff Pitch and Tar, feed on 8 


5 Carrion with - a Guſt, lye hard, work harder, and : 


80 en all lufferable Wors 0 in che Point 1 in : 
view. 5 
un it ow be dani that ſome Women 1 
Strength and Courage enough to qualiſy them for 
Military Offices? And yet what Paſchal lays, f in his 
Political Maxims, is ſtill true. Nothing is more 
certain, than that the Fair Sex is not only weax 
and unequal to Toil; but even, if Truth is no 
»Treaſon, as impotent as they are cruel- minded, 
ambitious, and greedy of Power; which they 
A are to ſuch an Exceſs, that they know no Mode- 
ration in their Diſorders, when, ſhameleſs enough _ 
25 to ana with Warriors, they — themſelves to 


8 e _ - 


(62) 


« public view at the Head of Armies, range Troops, 
e march with a Regiment at their Tail, and value 
“ themſelves upon their own Dexterity in all Mili- 
„„ tary Exerciſes : Though when I fee any ſuch for- 
ward Woman, I cannot help thinking | ſee a 
- 1 Monkey aping the Actions of a Man. 0 
in reality, what can be more ridiculous or indecent? 
Is it not full as unſcemly a Sight to behold a -. 
man giving the Word of Command to her Troops, 
1 leading them up to Combat in Battle Array, __ 
giving them the Signal of Onſet, as to fee a Man 
| Kknotting, knitting, handling a Diſtaff, or cry | 
| broidering his Wife's Petticoat? The Reaſon is 
PlwV⸗ainly that which Buchanan gives us from Renno- 
dins, that every thing unnatura! and out of Cha- 55 
racter is offenſive, and therefore wrong, And 
therefore what appears and is, in a valiant Man, 
Gallantry, Bravery and Sturdineſs, is, in a forward _ 
Moman, Madneſs, Arrogance and Cruelty ; as on 
the contrary, what makes a MWoman elegant, makes 


a Man deformed; as the Dreſs and” Ornaments 


which add Grace and Dignity to her Beauty, bur 
ſerve to make him a finical, pragmatic, enervate 
 Coxcomb. It is no Praiſe then, but rather a Diſ 
grace, to any of that ſoft Sex to be qualified for 
Military Offices. For, as the fame learned Writer 
bbſerves, the more their natural Weaknels is a Curb 
do their violent Sallies of Imagination and Whim, 
fo when they give a Looſe to Libertiniſm, the greater 
- Lengths are they ſure to run, and with the more 
Difficulty are they brought back to their former 
Modeſty, if ever they are. And ſuch of them as 
are ſomething more robuſt and dauntleſs than the 


Generality are but the more dangerous Evils for 


being ſo inaſmuch as their Impetuoſity of Tem- 
per is ever more furious, So that when once a N-. 
man, impatient of her Sex, throws off the ſoft Cha 
rater which is 2 hers, mY will never fail to 


carry 5 


TO Cy 

carry her Infolence beyond the Bounds which even 

Men of any Senſe fix to their Boldneſe. 
And yet I dowt believe it abſolutely impoſſible 
for a Moman to have a true Courage, animated by 
real Virtue, but 1 look upon ſuch a Woman as a 
Miracle, out of the common Courſe of Nature. 
As ſuch I conſider the immortal Boadzcea, and as 


1 ſuch J profoundly revere the more immortal Sophia, s 


when ſhe tells us, that ſhe coulg, with more Eaſe and 
teſs Repugnance, dare the F'rowns and Fury of an al- 
ready viftorious Army, which ſhe had Forces to reſiſt, 
than ſhe could ſtoop to court the Smiles of @ corrupt 

Miniſter whom jhe Had Reaſon to deſpiſe. Sentiments 


- lo like my own compel me to believe her, though ; 


a Woman; and I admire (I had almoſt faid adore) 
| her for them. Words are but Words at beſt, and 
| hers are no more: But the Spirit they are uttered 


with is a Proof to me of their being the Overflow- 


_ ings of a Heart capable of the Execution. But will! 
Sophia pretend to lay there are many Women like 
her in this Particular; or that the Bulk of VYVoman- 


ind are not puſillanimous Things ? If the Sun halt- : 


ed once at the valiant Jo/bua's Word of Command, 

muſt its Courſe be interrupted for every impertinent 
Bully? And if virtuous Courage has taken a Seat in 
one Woman's Breaſt, ſhall all the heartleſs Genera- 
tion lay a Claim to chat Extra- privilege? No; Mi- 

racles allowed for, Limidity, like all other Defects 


of Men, is an ornamental Perfection in Homer, and 


inſeparable, in ſome Degree or other, even from 


thoſe Virago Dames who launch out of Nature into 
Aflfectation. | 


1 will agree with my fair Antagonlt fo far, that 


We Virtuous are always timid ;, but can draw no 


Concluſion thence in favour of her Sex, till ſhe 


maßkes it appear chat the Timid are always VIrtuons. 


The contrary to which I have already fo plainly in- 
5 Nance in noſe lictle heartlefs AD Miſchiefs. that 


I need = 


Creature, that the Women are as little qualified for 


| portance, as they are for every other Office in Lite, 
except that for which they were given us, that i is. 
che 8 of human Nature. 
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I need add nothing more to convince à rationa! 


Military Employments of Honour, Truſt, or Im- 


CONCLUSION. 


"ROM what I have hitherto ſaid it muſt appear, 
to all who have the leaſt Degree of Under 


in that if the Merit of Women be weight 
by the End of their Production, and the Circum 
ſtances attending it, by their natura! Capacity, 755 
the Practice they have applied it to in all ages, 
the living Variety of Inftances of their Fo] 551 15 
conſiſtency, Impotence in Good, and Pro enſity to 
Evil, they are not only wide of the Perf ection of: 
: Man, but even almoſt infinitely beneath him. 85 
that far from having any juſt Title, or even plauſi- 
ble Pretence, to claim an Equality of Power, Dig- 
nity and Efteern with him; the very e 
they enjoy can only be looked upon as ſo any: 
ſtances of his Generoſfity to them. 


Tf we trace their Conduct 8 every Age 


and conſider it in all Lights, we ſhall find then! 
every where, even in their ſeeming Differences, 
ſame; emptily vain, fooliſhly conceited, and am- 
bitiouſly groveling; at once covetous and extra va. 


gant to Extremes; reſtleſs even in Indolence, an. 


falle in their very Fits of Fondneſs; in their Hatred 
cruel, in their Love laſcivious, and then mot 
: treacherous, when moſt induſtrious to ſhew Since- 
32 rity. What elis do we find in }omen but the Bare 
of Friendſhip, an inevitable Pain, a native Temp- 
tation, a defirable Calamity, a domeſtic Snare, 


n Michi. the very Eſſence of Evil, 35 
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ger the Semblance of Good? If then there is a 
heinous Crime in diſmiſſing them when ours, it 
muſt ſurely be own'd as heavy a Grievance to be 


forced to retain them, though uncertain of their be- 


ing only ours. And yet ſuch the hapleſs Dilemma 


Man is reduced to, when tied to that frail-Toy a 


Homan; in danger of becoming an Adulterer if 
he diſmiſſes her, or of harbour! ing an Adultreſs if he 
nee 
ee ee it muſt be own . that Woman, 7 
though effentially an Evil, is a neceflary one: but 

the n ſo much the more burdentome is ſhe for being 


TI 
. fince what is moſt endearing in her makes our 


Pit ger the more imminent, and our only Security 
is in what mult render her intolerable. The Man, 
who weds a beoutiful Voman, meaſures a Mark 
tor every Libertine's Lechery : But he, who mar- 
ries a plain one, marries Lechery itſelf. The for- 
mer will find it an arduous Taſk to prefer ve invio- 
= Jated his private Property in the Object of public 
3 And how wretched muſt be the Fate of the 
| to be confined to the Society of one, whom 
one © elle wou'd condeſcend to couple with! How- . 
ever upon the whole there may be. perhaps, much 
lets Miſery annex'd to the Poſſeſſion of a homely 
: Wife, than to the Difficult y of keeping a hand- 
_ {ome one chatte, But a Mit is Plain there! is Al lery 
4h hoth.” | 
Well chen might Cale gay, t that 2 but FD Woman 
the World wou'd be without Woe, and the ce- 
"_ leſtial Beings wou'd delight to mingle their Con- 
V erfation with ours.“ It is well remark'd by a 
ti learned Author that Cato ſpoke not by gueſs but 
from his own fatal Experience. And who better 
qualified to give a proper 526 of the Artifices of 
thoſe common Miſchiefs, than one who was him 
ſelf the Dupe of them? . heir Vi ices and Fon 


. ent fea a” ge oa =o — 
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0] 
alike are PR} to ſuch an Exceſs, that nothing 
cou'd make them credible but Conviction; an 


nothing but Experience cou'd juſtify the Belief ot 
ho were almoſt conſcious of the Rca! 7 


and 
the fair, Flower of Yenus like the loft, 
filky, rouch-enſnaring Roſe, beneath Whoſe | 
beauteous baneful Bloſſom lyes many a Pointe 
. Renn. 
But I forget, Cats? is no / Oracle with Sopbia. ? Nor 
' BE . wou'd he be ſuch with me, was he particular in his 
18 Opinion of the Fair-Sex. But ſurely all can neue 
1 be miſtaken: And do not all, who bear the Cha- 
riacter of wiſe, agree, that nomen are the Shuttie- 
cocks of Vice and Folly, Impotence and Eager. 
neſs; the Dupes of others Paſſions, and Jiltec | by 
their own. Do not all Writers, ſacred and pro- 
. fane, without comparing Notes, combine in Paiat- 
1 ing, them falſe as they are fair, and filly as they are 
| : | ſweet; artful in modeſt Guiſe, and impudent when 
3 1 Lewd: ; treacherous, ambitious, Slaves to Avarice, 
the Foes of Reaſon, and never Friends to Thought, 
but when they think on Miſchief, If Seneca may 
be bdliev'd, „a Woman never muſes by 1 
but ſhe is muſing on ſome Wickedneſs.“ An . 
=: e diſcredit him, we muſt diſcredit all, FI Ve : | 
a. ever ſtoop'd to write about them. For all are ol 
C his Mind, and all conſider them at belt as flattert: g, 
Pleaſing, defirable Evils. Democritus was fo con- 
vinced of this, that, being queſtion'd, why be 205% 
nas himſelf fo big bad married a Wi ife ſo liltle, | he 
anſwer' d: Methinks, ſays he, as it is, I h 
|: --. - choſen too big a one, .when all I had to chooſe v 0 
JD. But Protagoras went farther ſtill, no Evil 
according to him exceeds that Evil, Woman, What 
made him give his Daughter in Marriage to his 
7 hue mortal er Aſk him, and take his Reaſon 
Ki 3 | 5 | „ from 
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| from himſelf, | 1 gave her to him, ſays he, becauſe 


I cou'd give him nothing worſe, © 


J ſhou'd never have done were I to give a Liſt 
1 ol all the Sages in every Age who have thought 


like them. But what Occaſion have we for the Au- 


chority of others to confirm a Truth, our own Eyes 
are daily Witneſſes to? Let us look round the Fe- 
male World; what ſhall we find but Weakneſs of 
Head and Corruption of Heart, intolerable trifling, 
or deſtructive Induſtry | ' A giddy Tribe of uſeleſs. 
Things, made up of Noiſe and Nonſenſe, Eu- 
vy, Malice, Impertinence, and Show? Mere 
Murderers of Time, averſe to all that's good, and 
prone to all that's naught ; proud only of what 
| ſerves to humble them, and never humble but 
when *tis baſe to be ſo; and but a fairer Kind of 
Fiends diſguiſed in Angels Dreſſes, whoſe Actions 
: - are the beſt Antidote to the Poiſon of their Charms? 
Here their inſatiable Incontinence renders their Beau- | 


ty ſhocking ; there their Modeſty is meant a Cover 


io their own Luſt and an Incentive to yours: In one 


Houſe, you ſee a pretty, fooliſh, lifeleſs, moving 


Statue; in another, a homely, bookiſh, pert, 
prating Doctreſs, a Retailer of Criſs-croſs Sentences, 
whole Brain is a mere Lottery-W heel of Senſe and 
| Nonſenſe drawn alike by Chance, five hundred 
: -" Wakes to one Prize, of no Worth when examin'd. 
In a third you meet with a Houſewifely Shrew, a 
ſober Slut, an ignorant Cypher, a goſliping Poli- 
tician, or a learned Slattern : In a fourth a litigious 
- wr a Virago, Bully, or Phantom frighted at 
the Crow of a Cock: And every where you are 


ure to find an inconſiſtent Set of fickle Creatures, 


never for a Minute themſelves, but when moſt un- 
like us and neareft being unlike themſelves; and 
Never ſteady in any T FEW but 8 Yi ice and . 
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Nothings, to that lordly Creature, whote Superiority | 
of Merit, as well as Power and Prerogative, their 


of Underſtanding more than they have]! Man, creat 


Maker endow'd with a Soul equal to the Taſte 
His Body is ftrong, his Mind vigorous, and his 
Heart reſolute; his Underſtanding is fitted for t 
moſt ſublime Speculations, and his Perſon for the 
| moſt hardy and important Exercifes, He can dive 
into the inmoſt Secrets of Nature without u 
himſelf; and has Art enough to copy her noble 
Works, and almoſt to excel the great Original 
He wants neither Fancy to invent, nor Gen 
contrive: With Quickneſs to apprehend 4” N 
mory to retain, he has Judgment to diſcern : And 


5 Ideas form the greateſt Deſigns. Happy in a Ge: = 
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How Mlle are theſe pretty, Little · more- than- 


impotent Ambition to be like him might alonc 
ſuffice to convince them of, had they but one Degres 


ed by Goo to rule this vaſt Univerſe, was by |: 


can by. diſtinguiſhing and comparing dite, 


nius for the moſt glorious Enterprizes he has b 
Courage and Conduct ſufficient to execute then. 
For he is not only qualified by his intellectual 
9 to be greatly wiſe, but naturally promptc. 
de truly Good. In ſhort Virtue and W Com 4 att 
the Epitome of his Character, where Woman 
terfercs not to cor rupt it. If there are a few 4 Ho - 
nerate Creatures, who an{wer not this Charactc er, 


they are ſuch only as by converſing with Won . = 
: kind, putting On their Foibles, and affecting to be 


| like them, degrade themſelves of Manhood, 
mence intellectual Eunuchs, and, tho? they an en 
3 no more to be reputed ot the lame Sex with _ 
But till the Bulk of Men were defign'd by 
Matt to be both greatly wiſe and eminently goa 
And there are as many Inſtances to prove thete 
Characteriſtics 1 in the Men, as there are in Women to 
= Prove: 
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prove their Want of them, and natural Ineapacity 
for them. | 


How many Men might we not point out, hou ; 


but to name wou'd force that daring Sex to own 


the little Claim t they have to equal Merit with that 
noble Creature, tho' ali the Female Train ſhou'd 
club their ſeveral! Worths to match it. 


what Man is capable of being, examine what he 


really is when perlect: And to gain a true Idea of 
all Men's real Merit, view any Man in whom all 


manly Virtues are blended. | 
Philantbropus is ſuch, admired, eſteem' d, be- 


loved by al 11 who know him, and loving all Man- 
kind. Majeſtic in bis Perſon, of a lively Under- 
ſtanding, and of Manners gracious, affable and 
Hncere; he is ever chearful, never light; ever 
ſent to his Company, never abſent to himſelf. His 
Voice all Harmony, his Words all Senſe, his Acti- 
ons anſwer to his Mien, and what he looks he is; 
diſcreetly daring, modeſt with becoming Boldneſs, 
iprightlily ſedate, eaſy without Levity, Tolid with-_ 
„ Gu Solemnity, good by approved Principle, and 
_ wiſe by Parts anticipating Experience : His Vir- 
tue not ſtiffen'd by Auſterity, nor his Wiſdom : 


ſoibd by any Fondneſs of ſhewing it. 


proves him the Chriſtian he profeſſes to be: In him 


Faith free from Bigottry and Superſtition, Zeal ac- 
cording to Knowledge, Godlineſs without Oſtenta- 
aon or e and Bepcdbn Without anhin m, 
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To know. 


pre- ö 


55 Never 
elated by Proſperity, Adverſiry cannot deprefs 


bim; always ſerene in every Viciſſitude of Life, 
not from Inſenſibility, but from Thought, Reſolu. 
tion, and conſcious W orth. Grateful to his Maker 
he has nothing ſo much at Heart as the true Inte- 
reſts of Religion, which he is inceſſantly ſtudioss 
to cultivate in himſelf, and frequently happy enough _ 
to promote in others. His uablemiſh'd Conduce 
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give Piety fach an amiable Aspect, as makes the 5 
Practice of it inviting. Thus bleſt, thus happy, 
thus worthy to be ſo, ſo far is he from taking Pride 
in any Advantages he poſſeſſes above others, that 
he looks on them as the common Property of all. 
Nor is he more anxious to communicate thoſe Ad. 
vantages to others, than ſure to ſhare in their Miſe. 
ries by a generous fellow- feeling of their Misfor- 
tunes. The Widow has a Protector in him, the 
Orphan a Father; the Wretched find him their Re- 
lief, and all who are in Diſtreſs or under Oppreſſi- 
don, their Advocate, Support, and Defence. He 
never thinks himſelf ſo. rich as when a poor Man 
ares with him his Fortune, His Endeavours to 
ſurpaſs others in Goodneſs, never hinder him from 
labouring to make them even better than himſelf, 
And he never approves his own Wiſdom but when 
it helps him to make others wiſe, or to diſcover 
= Excellence in them. The Good arc ever 
jure of his Eſteem, the Sage of his Admiration, | 
and both of his Love and Praiſe, | For no Merit 
eſcapes his Acknowledgment which reaches his | 
| Knowledge, as no Demerit incurs his Scora or „ 
tred, tho? it cannot elude his Penetration. To the 
Gift of knowing how to applaud the Deferving, 
without putting them out of Countenance, he jon 
the Talent of Reaſoning or laughing others out al 
ttheir Follies and Foibles, without expoſing or of. 
fending them; ever ſure to gain a Friend by the 
Worch he rewards, never in Danger of making 3: 
Enemy by the Vice he diſcountenances. The Foo. 
ih he is induſtrious to direct, and is indefatigablc 
= wuoell in informing the Ignorant as in reforming, the 
if! Wicked, Thoſe, whom he can better, he always 
1 encourages; and thoſe, whom he cannot, he pitics, 
but never condemns; not more liberal of juft Co 
mendation « than owing of deſer ved Centure. He 
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is s juſt tothe niceſt Point of Honour, and ſets no other 
Bounds to Benevolence than Prudence prefixes, 
Glad of Advice, he is not forward to give it, nor 
conceited enough to offer it unailk*d but where *tis 


Counſels are honeſt, open, and perſuaſive, the 
Torch of Reaſon ane the Flame of Friendſhip; his 
Encomiums are pathetic, emulative and inſinuating, 
the Spur of Virtue, tho' the Curb of Pride; and 
bis Reproofs, gentle yet piercing; calm but reſo- 
ute; ſerious tho? ſoothing; Cuudid and yet ſo 
piquing, that every Haughtineſs muſt ſtoop, and 
Obſtinacy itſelf ſubmit to Rule, SkilPd in every 


a Charity to do ſo: And when he does give it, his 


Science, verſed in many Languages, and Maſter of 


every Elegance, his Learning ſerves not to make 
him arrogant, nor his Eloquence to make him 
__ralkative.. Ina Word, ſuch Judgment, Propriety, 
- Energy, Dignity and Grace combine to dictate all 


_ conſiders him as a finiſh'd Pattern of manly Per- | 


leſs, and wile even in a Choice where Wiſdom has 
but the leit Hand of. Chance, the Eloction of a 
Wit, 


Perſon, oh! She is all Beauty, Softneſs, Eaſe, 


compliſuments as may be molded into female Vir- 


nor  cenfortous 3 and her Zenſe bat ſerves o 8 e 


ne fays, and inſpire all he does, that Envy itſelf = 


fection; a nice Chriſtian, a complete Gentleman, | 
a uſeful Friend, a prudent Parent, and indulgent 
Huſbands Good even where Goodneſs ſeems fruit- 


- Angelica, the fake the” ls fair Angelica, 
is the bleſſed Object of this happy Choice, In her 


and Delicacy, Nature, in a Strife of Grandeur, 
faſnion'd her to ſhew how far the Charms of ocular 
Perfection cou'd be carried. And then ſhe is good 
beyond what Fancy can conceit of Woman, and 
_ wiſe enough to copy from her Huſband ſuch Ac- 


tues. Yet her Virtue neither renders her formal 


Ss 


RF her axtly” cl and modeſtly Hook: Her dul 
Pride is to enrich her Mind with ſuch uſeful Know- 
|! Hedge as may complete her a perfect Mother, Wife 
and Friend. Without the Ambition to appear 
learned, ſhe has gain'd a ſufficient Tincture of the 
Sciences to make herſelf an agreeable Companion 
to her Huſband and all who converſe with -$ 
Tho? whenever ſhe treats of Learning, tis in 
Manner which ſhews rather a Defire of receiving 
Information than a Conſciouſneſs of being able to 
afford it. The Books ſhe reads are ſuch only as can 
aſſiſt her Judgment and refine her Morals, the 
Choice of which ſhe ever depends upon her Fu. 
band for: And them ſhe never ſuffers to break in 
upon the eſſential Duties of her Station; for Stud 5 
zs only the Occupation of her Leiſure Hours, nr: 
the Bulineſs of Life. Her chief Care is to leak 
and be uſeful to her Lord; to nurſe her Children, 

to educate them in Virtue, and. to inſtill into them 45 
buy her Precepts and Example an early Averſion 
ö Vice, Folly, Idleneſs and trifling. And the per 
to this is the (Economy and Government of er 
Family; in which, with ſenſible eee ee 10 
her Huſband, ſhe is abſolute Miſtreſs, without being 
imperious; frugal without Meanneſs, hoſpitable witl.- 
out Prodigality, and neat without Affectation. Sho >< 

can manage her domeſtic Affairs without s g 

the Service of her Friends. Ever aſſiduous 0.0 i 
blige, ſhe has the Art of doing 1 it without making n 
i Obligation a Burden. The Poor, the Sick, the 
i! Imprifon'd, and Diſtreſsd, all look upon her as 2 
1 common Mother; and chat truly Chriſtian Picty, | 
i! which gives Life to all ſhe does or thinks, inſpires 
ber with Means to aſſiſt them all, which ſhe docs 
Wiͤtthout the leaſt exterior Oſtentation or inward Va- 
nmnnaaity. Thus free from every Vice ſhe is deficient iu 
V! 0006 COmUNenGaDIC Quality her Sea can beespabke 1 
1 | a 
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g ol but FE of b forgiving Enemies; 5 Which the 


{ reſpedtful to thoſe above her, courteous to her E- 
quals, affable to her Dependents, and beneficent 
. all, ſhe reigns the Object of juſt Admiration, 
Reſpect, and Eſteem in every Heart, and forces 
Envy itſelf to wiſh for her Friendſhip. IT. 
= "Sch 4 is Angelica, and ſuch the Height of 722 
ou maniſh Perfection, as near to that of Man, as Mo- 
men's lovely Faces in a Glaſs appear to them. All 
that is wanting is the Life, the Truth, the Reality. 


with manly worth, how happy might not Man ef. 
teem himſelf, if each Philanthropus among Mankind 
had an Angelica to match with. But ſach a one is 
too delicate a Work for Nature to produce in every 


and ſuch a Miracle of Completeneſs but fer ves to make 
riſon, as Michael painted with the reve! Angels 1 


ſhews the Fiends more frightful. 
Let Nomen then give up their Claim to an *. 


their Souls are great enough to aſpire to our Eſteem, 
let them learn from Angelica to be more deſerving 


„ and leſs aſſuming. And ſince neither their Capa- . 
ng city of Head nor their Diſpoſicions of Heart can lift 
„ them to emulate, let them apply their little Talents 
1 at leaſt to imitate us: That pleaſed with the pretty 
NO. Mimics of ourſelves, we may venture to place them 
„ in our Boſoms without Fear of cheriſhing a Viper 
125 f there, Let them remember that Man holds his Su- 


perlority over them by a Charter from Nature in 
his very Production, a Charter confirm'd by Hea- 
ven, to annul which a bare Equality of Perfection 


nt in with him would not ſuffice, could they prove it. 
RY Bod nothing « can 5 their calling that Charter 


cannot practiſe for Want of Foes to forgive. For, 


Still lifelefs and feeble as their Merit is, compared _ = 


© Ceatury „ *Tis like a Phoenix, the Prodigy of anAge ; 35 


the reſt of the Sex more contemptible by Compa- f Bs 


quality with the Men, and be content with the hum- 
ble Station which Heaven has allotted them. If 


5 I 
m Qgeſtion till chey are able to prove even a Supe. 
riority over him, But as we may venture to bi 
them a bold Defiance to this, we may ſafely con. 
Hide chat the vemoſt Liberty they have a tOlerabic 

Colour to contend for is that we admit Childre 
B o Which would be a barbarous Oondeſcention. x to 
JV conſidering, the il} Uſe they are liable to mak? 3 
ot it, and is bat à good-natured Weakneſs 9.2 
beſt of them " conhdering the little good 1855 wy © 
them -are TIO” of Ppying i jr ro, 
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